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Part III: Women’s Role in Resource Management
This part of the empirical analysis focusses on gender aspects of resource management. First I elaborate on the gender division of labour, in continuation hereof the gender task assignments is outlined. I continue with issues of production and reproduction, reflecting on the intra-household division of labour among different groups of women. Reverting to the issue of decision-making, I describe women’s participation in these matters. In continuation hereof, I outline women’s access to property and their room for manoeuvre. Gender access to and control over resources is the focus in the following section, dealing with women’s perception on resource use and their activity involvement. Finally I suggest an appropriate approach for finalising women’s role in resource management involving the former discribed issues.       

5.7 Gender Division of Labour

Within the household there is a division of labour by both age and gender. The division of labour by age is based on an evaluation of physical strength, levels of skill, opportunity costs, and control over resources. The presence of workers of all ages increases the flexibility of labour organisation and improves farm viability. The division of labour by gender is another way of organising labour within the household. Although, certain activities are often assigned according to a particular sex, other tasks are not consistently identified with one sex. Although there is a gender division of labour, the labour of both sexes is integrated and dependent on each other. Most family farms require co-ordination of male and female labour; thus the gender production is complementary. The gender division of labour is a dynamic concept because of changing socio-economic and historical-cultural factors shaping gender roles. 

The analysis of the household labour allocation necessitates an understanding of task assignments both in the domestic and the agricultural sphere, as well as an understanding of both the productive and reproductive activities. Domestic responsibilities are associated with provisioning and maintaining a household. Some tasks are essential to household survival, such as providing water, processing and cooking foods, and childcare. In Im Mial, as in most cases, these are the primary responsibilities of women. In addition, necessary but occasional tasks include processing products; obtaining fuel; and repairing ovens. Extending the family house or granary is a typical male occasional activity; done with the participation of women. Finally there are discretionary enterprises that benefit family members but are not vital to their survival, e.g. women may prepare time-consuming food for special occations. However, domestic production is disproportionately female, especially activities requiring daily labour inputs. On the contrary much male domestic labour is not essential day-to-day functions of the household. Men can postpone domestic tasks if other labour opportunities or demands arise. Consequently, while the domestic labour of women is extremely difficult to replace this is easier for male contribution to domestic labour. These differences have a significant impact on the economical options open to men and women. Because women’s domestic work is essential and constant, the amount of labour which women have available for non-domestic tasks and the flexibility of their work schedules are less than that of men. Thus, women may find it difficult to adopt practices, which are particularly sensitive to timing, demand heavy inputs of labour, or require long-term absence from home. 

Since the gender division of labour plays a major role in the organisation of household production it is important to understand this division and its consequences for the gender differences in access to and control over resources. Figure 5.12 forms a basis for understanding the women’s activity schemes and what this implies for women’s opportunities and limitations within the management of resources. The task diagram shows gender specific tasks concerning different productive activities as well as reproductive domestic work. The task diagram is divided into on-farm and off-farm tasks, as described in the following.

5.7.1 On farm tasks

Domestic work

Women almost exclusively perform the domestic work. Women carry water from the wells, bake the bread, do the washing and clean the house. Moreover, women create value by processing milk products, producing cheese, butter and yoghurt, and thereby improving family nutrition. Furthermore less money is spend to purchase dairy products, and if there is a marketable surplus, income is received. Women also take part in building houses by fetching water and preparing bricks; they construct and maintain stoves made of clay; and make mattresses and quilts from wool. 

The container with drinking water is usually for the whole extended family and some nuclear households may be located far from this, increasing women’s workload. The collection of water to other purposes however, is an activity mainly carried out by women. Most extended families have a groundwater well, where water can be used for purposes such as laundry, however for the nuclear families the well might be situated in distance of their household and the carrying of water can be a heavy workload. 
Land

Although there is a sexual division of labour in agriculture, most commonly, both sexes contribute to cultivation although participation varies with task, crop, technique and timing. Women participate in most tasks regarding growing barley, although the amount of male labour is usually higher than that of women, however, this depends on the practices of harvest. When harvesting is done by hand this task is assigned to women or children. Men prepare the land for cultivation, plant, till, harvest, and thresh. Women assist in many of these tasks, but are primarily responsible for harvesting, cleaning grain, winnowing, and collecting hay. Male tasks are frequently mechanised, so when machines are used to till, harvest, or thresh, the labour contribution of men is greater than that of women. The cultivation of vegetables in home-gardens for household consumption is mainly the responsibility of women. In home-garden cultivation, the labour of women is larger, because planting and harvesting these crops is very labour-intensive. The use of natural vegetation is exclusively an activity conducted by women. 

Livestock

Although both sexes are involved in the livestock rearing the tasks performed differ. Female labour is particularly important in the daily care of poultry, sheep and goats. They collect water and fodder for animals stabled at home or grazing nearby and are often responsible for the intensive care of young stock, pregnant and lactating females, and sick or injured animals. While men are chiefly responsible for herding, women have responsibilities for dairying, food processing, or the use of animal by-products, and women generally own and care for poultry. Women tend, feed, sell, and use the products of chicken and to a lesser extent turkeys. These animals require a minimum of care and scavenge for food on their own. Although poultry are mainly kept by women for household consumption, these are especially important because they are a source of income generally under women’s control. 

While women collect manure to make fuel and to fertilise cultivated land, mainly home gardens, men slaughter, shear, sell sheep and buy fodder. Male contributions to animal care increase with distance from the household. Grazing patterns affect the relative participation of men and women, since women, according to status, are confined to the domestic sphere they perform most task near the house. When animals are stabled, women can co-ordinate their care with domestic tasks and children can assist in animal care. When animals or their products enter market, meat or live animals are usually sold by men, whilst women typically sell poultry, eggs, milk, and milk products within the local community. 

5.7.2 Off-farm tasks

Migration

As described in part I the migration labour takes two main forms; sharecropping and wage labour. The gender division of labour during sharecropping does not differ much from general trends within the agricultural labour sphere. Men are primarily responsible for tasks involving different techniques (preparing land, irrigation) whilst women form the main part of labour for operations conducted by hand (planting, weeding and harvesting). As for wage labour men most often engage themselves in long-term migration wage labour, or permanent small-scale enterprises, often in the form of services, while women are primarily involved in peak season agricultural wage labour. Women engage themselves in harvest labour mainly in cotton and olive cultivation, performing short period peak season intensive labour.    

As described earlier the gender division of labour plays a vital role in the task assignment between the sexes and thereby shapes women’s involvement in different activities. A further discussion will be made concerning these activity patterns in accordance with access to resources. First however, women’s varying productive and reproductive activities will be examined, as well as the division of labour within the women’s group.

5.8 Women’s Productive and Reproductive Work
Women are involved in both reproductive and productive activities
. Women’s involvement in different activities varies according to cultivation seasons, livestock lactating periods and growth seasons for natural vegetation. Since the time for these executions collide, they necessitate prioritising. Figure 5.13 shows women’s activities placed in a calendar. The activities can be carried out at different times of the year and have varying labour requirements. Some activities have specific peak seasons whereas others are practised throughout the year. The division between low, medium and high workload refers to the extent of which the involvement in an activity requires labour. Activities requiring medium workload are usually activities that involve regular labour. A high workload is usually connected with peak season activities. Low workload refers to activities, which require limited female labour, or activities that in periods only are performed to a lesser extent.  

Although the domestic work demands much of women’s time, these tasks are often underlaid the women’s other tasks. This implies that women’s leisure is much more limited than men’s are, since women have several daily tasks to perform within the house, which can be postponed, until time is available. As shown in figure 5.13, the milking of livestock is done seven months a year, with an intensive period from March until May, whereas August is less intensive. The cultivation of barley requires a minimum of female labour during harvest in March and the preparation of fields in November where women help by removing rocks from the fields. The cultivation of home-gardens requires labour nine months a year, with a peak season in June and July where much of the vegetables can be harvested. The gathering of natural vegetation is a task performed during most of the year. These activities however, is usually subordinated women’s other tasks. As for sharecropping women perform peak season labour from June until July when harvesting vegetables, and again in October when harvesting cotton. During the growth season women’s labour requirement is of medium size as they provide most labour for hand weeding. The wage labour requires high female labour input for harvesting olives in September and cotton in October and November.

Figure 5.13 Women’s activity calendar
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In general women can be said to follow one of two work patterns. The first involves women primarily performing on-farm activities, such as livestock rearing, including milking and processing of this product, gathering natural vegetation and cultivation homegardens, for younger women this might also include wage labour in peak seasons. The second involves women primarily involved in off-farm activities, such as sharecropping and to a lesser extent wage labour, these women only involve themselves in activities performed within the local community for short periods during the year. The division of women’s activity schedules in general implies that women do not face time-collision between these two general types of activity patterns. However, domestic work, natural vegetation and milking times do overlap. Likewise there is an overlap between sharecropping and wage labour. This substantiates the division of labour among women who undertake different tasks in order to utilise different resources described within the activity calendar in such a way that maximise household benefit. 

5.8.1 Activity differentiation among women

Women’s activities differ according to age and status. Table 5.5 shows the distribution of interviewed women according to age and status, as well as their residence within different household structures. These issues are of importance when turning to a description of the differentiation of tasks within the female group.

Table 5.5  Distribution of interviewed women according to status and household structure

Household

Structure
Social

Status
<20 years
21-30 years
31-40 years
41-50 years
>50 years

Extended

Household
Daughter
0
1
1
0
1


D-In-law
2
5
0
0
0


Head
0
0
0
1
1

Nuclear household
Daughter
4
1
0
0
0


Head
1
3
12
3
2

Following the different social status women hold different opportunities. Women’s mobility is an issue of importance when addressing their engagement in different activities. Some women are mobile, as is the case for the widows. They can therefore choose and perform a range of activities, some normally confined to men. Other women are confined to the household and activities taking place within this sphere. An example of the consequences of women’s limited mobility is that when women engage themselves in wage labour, such as harvesting olives or cotton they have to be chaperoned by a male relative, which decreases their decision-making competence. Simultaneously, different activities are ascribed status according to community values and perceptions, and are therefor allocated to women of varous status. This differentiation affects women’s oppoetunities as there access to different resources as well as the control over them is highly diversified.    

Domestic labour

The main criterion for the division of labour between the women of the household is age. Since daughters generally marry young, leaving the house, and married women have a greater responsibility for domestic work, it is the daughters-in-law who do the heaviest work with the least social status. In extended households there is still a hierarchy in the division of labour between women, where work requiring more experience, such as baking bread, often is assigned to elder women, whereas other domestic duties are the responsibility of young women. Cleaning and washing is usually allocated to younger women, whereas the elder women usually cook and care for children, as illustrated in photo 5.1 and 5.5. Although women usually take pride in household cooking, this activity is generally performed according to the time available. Considering the natural resource base within this particular local area and its limitation upon available household consumables the household diet is very uniform and lacks variation. This leads to a limited need for cooking, since the main household diet constitutes of bread and dairy products. Food processing on the contrary requires much of the women’s time. Two of the most time consuming activities performed by women on a daily basis is the processing of milk to yoghurt and cheese, and the baking of bread which are mainly performed by the elder women. The households in Im Mial, which have livestock rearing as their main income source is highly dependable on the production of yoghurt which brings income to the household. Although the bread that women bake is not produced for sale but consumption this activity contributes to the household economy indirectly. Since bread forms the main part of all meals in the household, the self-sufficiency of this product releases income for other purposes.

There is evidence of a relationship between age and processing of products
. Only 41% of the women under the age of thirty are involved in processing products, whereas this is the case for 86% of the women over thirty. These activities are considered high status and as such are allocated to the elder women, whereas daughters or daughters-in-law within the extended households usually carry out activities with low status. As discribed in part I, nuclear households are not usually involved in large scale livestock rearing, and women in these household, eventhough female heads with high status, rarely participate in the processing of milk.  

Considering the process of household transformation, this seems to affect the household division of labour. The transformation is accompanied by an increased individualisation of domestic labour. Women more often have to perform domestic tasks alone, since sons set up an independent household at an earlier age especially when migration labour is part of their livelihood. This means an increased workload for elder women, but less work and increased control for younger married women. Once the extended household breaks up, mothers-in-law cannot claim the labour of their daughters-in-law to the same extent as previously. Simultaneously young female heads have to perform most activities on their own and do not have the opportunity to choose high status activities, as illustrated in photo 5.2. Another tendency is for the wealthiest households to maintain the extended form of residence for a longer time and break up later than the households of less wealthy families. 

Women often engage themselves in working co-operations for domestic tasks; this is true particularly for activities such as baking bread. However, the type of co-operation differs. Baking bread is a time consuming activity, women often pool their labour in order to prepare the dough, heat the ovens and bake the bread. These working co-operations are mainly seen within the same kinship groups. Sisters married into different households perform these activities together. In other cases sisters-in-law, from separated nuclear households will divide the workload between them and on shift perform the activity. 

Agricultural activities

Since the cultivation in Im Mial is limited both in time and crop variation, the need for agricultural labour in general is low. This general trend is reflected in the female labour force involved in the growth of barley. 26% of the women participate in the cultivation, since the majority of households cultivate land in the village the number of women participating in this activity is low. The last years have been particularly dry and the land has been left un-harvested for the most part. This further decreases the need for female labour, since the women are mainly involved in harvesting by hand and collecting hay after harvest. 26% of the women are involved in cultivation of home- gardens. Like other production assets the home-garden is usually in the possession of the extended families and not nuclear households. The home-gardens are mainly attended by daughters-in-law within the extended families, or daughters-in-law who although they have formed their own nuclear households still labour in the home-garden of the extended families, and as such hold access to the products for household consumption. In nuclear households the work is mainly allocated to daughters, as illustrated in photo 5.6, and only carried out by female heads when allocation of other female labour to these tasks are impossible. 

Livestock rearing

Contrary to cultivation, livestock rearing forms a very important activity for many households, at the same time this activity is very labour intensive and to a large extent dependent on female labour. 61% of the women are involved in livestock rearing. This is a little less than the household actually holding livestock indicating that not all groups of women are involved in livestock activities. Concerning the livestock women’s tasks are mainly hand-feeding livestock’s and cleaning their stables, as well as milking. All activities involving livestock is considered highly respectable for women, especially to milk and feed, which brings higher status than domestic work. Consequently the elder women do most work with the animals, as illustrated in photo 5.3 and 5.4. As for herding the women consider this unsuitable, and they rarely involve themselves in such activities although some herd lambs near the house. 

Migration labour

Migration labour forms an increasingly important part of household labour for women as well. More than half of the women in Im Mial participates in sharecropping, whereas one fifth participate in wage labour. Women’s activities are of great importance for the household economy, since they participate in most of the income generating activities. Women’s tasks in the sharecropping are mainly weeding and harvesting, both very time consuming activities. Mainly younger women participate in sharecropping, as illustrated in photo 5.7. Elder women only perform sharecropping tasks if they do not have livestock. Another important factor that determines whether women participate in sharecropping is the availability of young female labour within the households. Where female heads do not have daughters or daughters-in-law, they may be forced to perform such activities. However, in such cases the woman is considered to be in a less favourable position. 

Gathering of natural vegetation

The gathering of natural vegetation is perceived as a low status activity with little importance. However, women’s involvement in this activity is of importance to the household. The vegetation, which is gathered, is mainly used for consumption, e.g. food, tea or herbs
. Some medical plants are also collected and used in the household health maintenance. Recently, in 1998, the women became aware of the use of kabbar, capers, and began gathering the buds. This bud has proven to be of economic importance to the women, since the collection has been organised in order to export the capers to Turkey. 26% of the women gather natural vegetation for consumption or sale, mainly the gathering of khbezeh, mallow, for consumption and capers for sale.

Women’s perception on the use of natural vegetation reflects the confinement of the women to the home sphere. The gathering of natural vegetation is considered to be appropriate as long as the vegetation is found within the village, and the woman attends to the house at the same time. This means that these activities are mainly carried out when time is available and are subordinated women’s other tasks. The women participating in these activities vary with the type of vegetation gathered. For vegetation gathered in the mountains or in the fields, which is outside the village area, mainly younger girls and children are involved. As the gathering of capers is conducted outside the village, it is perceived to be an activity for children and young women holding low social status, as illustrated in photo 5.8. This is also the case for the gathering of mushrooms from the fields. For the gathering of capers where income is involved this pattern seems to be changing. In the case of vegetation found in the village area or on nearby situated locations, as is the case for mallow and oregano, women of all ages participate. Of all gathering activities the gathering of capers is the only activity generating income. 

Income generation

There is a connection between women’s differentiation of activities and their involvement in income generating activities
. Although women’s opportunities to generate income in favour of themselves are limited, they do participate in activities generating income for the household. 95% are involved in income generating activities, including gathering of natural vegetation, capers, and processing of products, such as yoghurt for sale. Whereas, 66% are involved in income generating activities other than processing and natural vegetation, mainly sharecropping and to a lesser extent wage labour. 

5.9 Decision-Making

Although women’s autonomy is generally low they do have a voice in particular decisions of most relevance to them
. Levels of autonomy among women are positively associated with age and status
. The majority of women have some autonomy within certain areas of their daily life, as 68% of the women have some decision-making competence. The majority of the female heads have decision competence, whereas this is only the case for approximately one third of the daughters and daughters-in-law. Women with low status or women depending on other family members are further limited in their autonomy. There is a tendency towards women gaining autonomy with age
 indicating that seniority plays an important role in women’s lives. However, the areas in which women have autonomy differ. 

Women’s decision-making competence is large within the domestic sphere, whereas women’s autonomy concerning household income and land is almost non-existent. The areas where women have autonomy are primarily concerning the livestock rearing and use of natural vegetation. More than one third of the women make decisions concerning livestock. However, considering only the threefourth of the households which actually have livestock; half of the women in these households make decisions concerning the animals. Natural vegetation is another area of female autonomy, 60% of the women make decisions concerning the gathering of natural vegetation, since only 30% of these women gather vegetation themselves these decisions concern other household member’s activities. Few female heads who make decisions concerning natural vegetation do actually participate in these activities themselves. This indicates that household female heads have some autonomy where household female labour is concerned. To a large extent female heads control the labour of young females within the household. Water is another area of women’s decisions, which might seem unimportant. However, since more than one third of the women do not have the competence of making decisions in this area it is of importance in order to understand the division of decision-making competence within the female group of the households. The women who cannot make decisions regarding the use of water are primarily daughters or daughters-in-laws or young female heads in nuclear households depending on their extended family for water. 

Mainly widows can make decisions concerning household income and land. Limited decision-making competence for women are also found in areas such as labour, techniques and migration. Decisions involving household labour are made by widows and to a lesser extent women left alone in the village when their husbands perform migration labour. Decisions concerning techniques are only made by widows. Similar patterns are found concerning household migration labour. These decisions are only made by one fourth of the women, mainly widows or women making decisions, which only concern themselves. 

5.10 Property

The majority of women have some property either in the form of gold, money, land or livestock. However, women’s property is clearly related to age
. Women under the age of thirty own gold and money, which originates from the mahr they received when marrying, however, young unmarried daughters also often hold gold derived as presents mainly from their mothers, who spend the money that derives from the sale of eggs, on their daughters. The elder women do not own neither gold nor money, when in the position of property this in general is either land or livestock. In general half of the women own gold or money, one sixth own land, one third own sheep or goats and half of the women own poultry. Few younger women own land or livestock, whereas the majority of women over thirty have productive property. This tendency is even clearer when counting poultry as well as sheep, in that case 90% of the women over thirty years own land, livestock or poultry. 

In cases where the young women hold savings in forms of gold or money, they are often ‘invested’ with relatives or strangers. Although they all say that they can take the money back whenever they want to, this might be doubtful in some cases, especially when the money is given as ‘loans’ to near relatives. Women, who remain in control over their money themselves, are elderly widows who are saving the money for their children. The female heads hold property for production in their own name although they may not have the full control over the property or its produce. It seems, however, that these tendencies are connected to age rather than status
, the relationship between property and women’s status shows the same relationships, with female heads owning more land and livestock, whereas daughters and daughters-in-law own gold and money. Whether these differences express a process for women to acquire property, where the younger women holding gold or money might later invest these assets in productive resources, or a tendency for the mahr to have lost its relative value and the younger women not being able to invest in productive resources is difficult to say
.

5.11 Women’s Perceptions

Women’s access to and control over resources are one of the main concerns in this thesis. The activity ranking is helpful in the provisioning of information regarding women’s own perception of their autonomy within different areas of resource utilisation. At the same time it provides an overview of relations between women’s actual labour involvement in time, and their acknowledgement of the activities significance for both the women and the households as a whole.

Table 5.6 Activity ranking

Activity
Decision women
Decision men
Women’s income
Family

Income
Time input
Women’s status

Domestic work
2



5
1

Processing
3


(1)
2
2

Eggs
1

1

9


Natural vegetation
4

2
6
7


Livestock

3

1
1
1

Home garden 

5

5
6
3

Village cultivation 

2

4
8


Sharecropping

1

2
3
4

Wage labour

4

3
4
5

Note: The higher number the less important; 1=most important; 9=least important. 

Table 5.6 shows a ranking of activities performed by women. The different activities carried out by women are ranked according to issues of decision-making, income generating, time input and status involved. However, the ranking is complex and involves different considerations. As an example of the complexity it is seen that women rank men’s decision-making competence as highest for sharecropping. This indicates the men’s option to allocate family labour to this activity, rather than influence on cultivation practice and crop choice. On the contrary their decision-making competence concerning home-gardens has a low ranking although these offer many choices concerning crops as well as labour allocation. For both activities the ranking reflects the importance for family income generation. Whereas the sharecropping offers opportunities for income generating and is therefore ranked high i.e. perceived as important for men’s decision-making, the home-gardens receive a low ranking. Thus it is not possible to separate the different categories within the ranking. The analysis of such material therefore necessitates in-depth knowledge to the context in which the information is revealed.

It is interesting that the activities in which women have the highest decision-making competence and which play the most important role in the women’s personal income generating are also activities in which women spend less time. The time women spend on different activities follows the importance of the activity for the household income. The high status activities for the women are activities in which no income is generated. The women’s ranking of their different activities reflects the men’s perception of women’s task and status. During the focus group interview the men expressed their preference for women to stay at home performing domestic tasks. Their perceptions about women working ‘outside the house’ e.g. cotton and olive harvest, and capers gathering, gave rise to other aspects the men answered “Usually those families who are in real need of an income send the women for cotton harvesting, since they earn more from cotton harvesting than olive harvesting”. Regarding women’s income generating opportunities they replied “Women who gather capers or go to harvest cotton can usually keep the money for themselves, unless their family is in real need of this income”. However this does not show accordance with the women’s answers regarding their income generating activities and the control over income. Whereas most women control the income gained from gathering capers hardly any control the income from cotton harvest, which is allocated to the household. 

Women’s perceptions of their own activities and the status and opportunities that follow are quite similar to the perceptions of men. The women perceive wage labour as acceptable as long as the woman migrates with her family for this kind of work. Other issues arose when discussing men’s activities and responsibilities. The women expressed that “The men are ashamed to do the women’s work, for example to clean the animals etc”. “When men and women migrate together for wage labour, the women do more work in the harvest; additionally she has to do the domestic work”. The women express their wishes to change the gender division of labour in order for the men to perform more tasks, and for themselves to have more control over household income, but they feel unable to act. The women point to the changing marriage arrangements as an important factor for changing women’s conditions. Since more young couples marry out of mutual understanding women’s conditions improve, although these women still do not have much control over income or decision-making autonomy. The husband might help her in the home-garden or in other areas of her work, but her decision-making competence seldomly improves.

Summery

This part of the empirical analysis has shown women’s involvement in various activities, reproductive as well as productive. Women’s performance of different activities, their access to and control over resources, decision-making competence, property rights and income generating opportunities varies among women of different age and status
. Issues concerning the productive and reproductive role of women as well as their intern division of labour according to age and status are important aspects for understanding of differentiated access and control over resources. Women hold various entitlements; consequently their autonomy and room for manoeuvre are highly differentiated. Women’s autonomy shows great variation according to age and status, which can be seen as a sign of women’s differentiated access to and control over resources. Simoultaneously, women’s property is linked to their access to and control over resources. Women’s access to property is connected to institutions as marriage and inheritance, and furthermore affects women’s autonomy and room for manoeuvre. Issues of property are therefore of utmost importance since it impacts many aspects of women’s lives. 

Combining the three different parts of the empirical analysis facilitate an understanding of the context in which women’s management of resources are shaped. Women’s involvement in resource management within the local community and in particular the household is determined by several factors. Issues of social structures and gender construction of labour are indeed relevant. Women’s involvement in different activities determines to a large extent their access to resources. The social structures of household and kinship are other very important factors. Since marriage is women’s main route to property and as such to their access to productive resources these institutions are of importance. Household livelihood strategies are determining distribution of family labour within different activities and as such influencing women’s activity performance. Equally important is the gender division of labour and the social hierarchical structures among women, assigning different tasks according to women’s status and position within the household hierarchy. 










� For information on women’s activities see photo 5.1-5.8.


� See chi-square test 3, Appendix E.


� See list of natural vegetation in Appendix C.


� See Appendix D, diagram 6.


� These issues are also addressed by Nawar, Laila; Lloyd, Cynthia B. & Ibrahim, Barbara (1995): Women’s Autonomy and Gender Roles in Egyptian Families, pp. 147-178, in: Obermayer, C.M. (ed.) family, Gender and Population in the Middle East. The American University of Cairo Press.


� See chi-square test 4, Appendix E and diagram 7, Appendix D.


� See Appendix D, diagram 7.


� See chi-test in Appendix D, diagram 5,7 and 8.


� See chi-square test 8 and 9, Appendix E.


� The latter tendency has been described in a case by Moors, Anneliese (1991): Gender, Property and Power: Mahr and Marriage in a Palestinian Village, pp. 111-128, in: Davis, K.; Leijenaar, M. & J. Oldersma (Eds.) The Gender of Power. Sage Publications, London.


� For further information see chapter 3 on participatory methods 3.2.4.


� For detailed information about these differences, see case stories in Appendix G.





