PAGE  
iii
Contents                                                                                                                                                         


Contents

Figures, tables, maps, photos and boxes



iv

Acknowledgement




vi

Abstract





vii

Chapter 1 Introduction




1

1.0 Conceptual framework




1

1.1 Objective





3

1.2 Delimitation of the thesis



3

1.3 Structure of the thesis




4

Chapter 2 Theory




6

Part I Theoretical framework



6

2.0 Resource management



                     6

2.0.1 Resources



6

2.0.2 The concept of resource management

8

2.0.3 Accessibility of resources


8

2.0.4 Institutions



10

2.1 Livelihood strategies




11

2.2 Concept of households




12

2.2.1 Altruism or bargaining


12

2.2.2 The household as an analytical unit

13

2.3 Labour





15

2.3.1 Family labour availability


17

2.3.2 Wage labour



18

2.4 Concept of gender




19

2.4.1 Gender division of labour


20

2.4.2 Reproduction and production


21

Combining theory and analysis



23

Part II Analytical approach




25

2.5 Theory of science




25

2.5.1 Ontology



25

2.5.2 Epistomology



27

2.5.3 Methodology



28

2.6 Definitions




28

Chapter 3 Research design and methods


31

3.0 Research design




31

3.0.1 Case study



32

3.1 Quantitative and qualitative methods


                      33 3.1.1 Analysis of quantitative data


33

3.1.2 Analysis of qualitative data


33

3.2 Research methods




34

3.2.1 Selection of study area


35

3.2.2 Research levels



35

3.2.3 Sampling



36

3.2.4 Primary data



36

3.2.5 Secondary data



40

3.3 Conduction of fieldwork



41

3.3.1 Role definition



41

3.3.2 Working with a research assistant


41

3.4 Quality of data




42

3.4.1 Reliability and validity


42

3.4.2 Ethical issues



43

3.4.3 Quality of the overall methodology

44

Chapter 4 National, Regional and Local Setting


45

4.0 National setting




45

4.0.1 Political history



45

4.0.2 Land reforms



46

4.1 Regional and local setting


                      47 4.1.1 Khanaser Valley



48

4.1.2 The village of Im Mial


51

Chapter 5 Empirical Analysis



52

Part I Dryland environment and resource management


52

5.0 Household characteristics



52

5.0.1 Demography



52

5.0.2 Household assets



55

5.1 Local resources




57

5.2 Livelihood strategies and practices



59

5.2.1 Household livelihood strategies


60

5.2.2 Household practices



61

5.3 Destribution of resources



63

5.3.1 Land




63

5.3.2 Livestock



64

5.3.3 Migration labour



65

5.3.4 Household capital



67

Summery





70

Part II Social structures




71

5.4 Household structures




71

5.4.1 The domestic cycle



71

5.4.2 The life cycle



72

5.4.3 Household hierarchies


74

5.5 Kinship





74

5.5.1 Marriage and inheritance


76

5.6 Wealth and social status in the community


79

Summery





80

Part III Women’s role in resource management


81

5.7 Gender division of labour



81

5.7.1 On farm tasks



82

5.7.2 Off-farm tasks



83

5.8 Women’s work




83

5.8.1 Activity differentiation among women

85

5.9 Decision-making




88

5.10 Property




89

5.11 Women’s perceptions




90

Summery





92

Chapter 6 Discussion on the findings



93

Conclusion





101

Postscript





104

References





105

Appendix 

A Household informations




113

B Structured interview guide



118

C Natural vegetation in Im Mial



122

D Correlations




123

E Chi-square tests




126

F Women’s rights in Islam




130

G Case stories




132

