Focus group discussions
Focus Group Discussion (Women)

(Concerning gender specific activities and decision-making)
The Focus Group Discussion conducted with a group of women, both married and un-married, should bring information on their activities within the household, the community and outside, as well as their participation in decision making and their perceptions on the gender differentiation in these activities.

The exercise will be divided into tree stages:

Step 1: Cards are made that represent the different seasons (winter, spring, summer, autumn)

Step 2: Each woman draws cards showing their activities and places them at the appropriate seasons. 

Step 3: The seasons are divided into month and the cards rearranged.

During the process the following subject will be discussed: 

Women’s perception of different activities. Their role in decision-making concerning their activities. Income generation from the different activities. Women’s own control over income.  

Another exercise will be conducted regarding men’s activities:

Step 1: Cards are made that represent the different seasons (winter, spring, summer, autumn)

Step 2: The women draw cards showing the men’s activities and place them at the appropriate seasons.

Step 3: The seasons are divided into month and the cards rearranged.

Step 4: The cards showing the women’s activities and the men’s activities are placed next to eachother in order to compare them.

During the process the following subjects will be discussed:

Differences in the women and men activities according to resource access. Differences in income generating and control over income. Differences in decision making and activity status within the village.

Focus Group Discussions (Men, Women)

(Concerning resource scoring, resource mapping, resource valuation, perceptions on resources and degradation)

The Focus Group Discussions conducted with a group of men and a group of women should make it possible to identify differences in perception and valuation of different resources according to gender.

Resource management in a historical perspective

· changing resource access

· changing resource utilisation

· how do they consider the future resource management to be

Community adaptation to environmental changes

· resource degradation

Community adaptation to economic and political changes

· land reforms

Decision making within the community related to land

· common property resources

· private resources

Types of resources used by the community members

(Transfer of labour, organisation of labour in common – ex. firewood collection)

· individually

· in common

Community perceptions concerning resources

· valuation of different resources

· valuation of degradation of different resources

· solutions to degradation problems

Changing status of resources over time

· management techniques

· social context

· market orientation

Changing importance of migration work and its implication for the resource management within the community

Resource scoring
Scoring means to place in order, through weighing differences (Mikkelsen 1995). This should be conducted with both men and women, young and elderly, it could be conducted as a scoring out of 10.

Resources
Productivity
Stability
Labour input
Capital input
Social meaning
Degradation
Importance personal income
Importance family income
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Resource utilisation mapping
The resource utilisation map shows the spatial distribution of different resources, activities, problems and opportunities (Mikkelsen 1995). 

The resource utilisation map will be drawn by community members at a focus group section (both men and women), following the resource scoring. Different types of resources and their use and value will be identified and discussed. 

Activity scoring
Scoring the activities according to importance and status.

Activities
Importance for womens income
Importance for family income
Womens status
Decision-making

Housework

Cooking

Washing

Children





Home products

Bread

Eggs

Wool

Clothes





Foodprocessing

Youghurt

Butter

Cheese

Vegetable





Livestock

Herding 

Handfeeding

Cleaning

Milking 





Garden

Planting/sewing 

Weeding

Watering

Harvesting





Rain-fed agriculture

Planting/sewing

Harvesting

Colleting hay





Sharecropping

Planting/sewing

Weeding

Watering

Harvesting





Wage work

Planting cotton

Harvesting cotton

Harvesting olives

Sawing vegetable

Harvesting vegetable

Harvesting Barley/wheat





Natural vegetation

Cubbar

Cubbesi

Oregano

Mushrooms

Firewood





