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Chapter 3

Research Design and Methods
This chapter deals with the research design and methods used in providing the empirical background for this thesis. First the research design is described introducing the case study approach. Then qualitative and quantitative methods are discussed concerning their pros and cons. Turning to the focal point of this chapter the different research methods used in my fieldwork are addressed. In continuation hereof I describe role definition and the use of an assistant in the conduction of fieldwork. Finally I elaborate on the issues of data quality.     

3.0 Research Design

The research combines both quantitative and qualitative methods although the emphasis is on the qualitative. A wide range of qualitative methods has been used in order to capture the processes involved within the objective in this thesis. Since the point of departure epistemologically is an actor-oriented approach the focus of the research method has been on the individual interview.   

Table 3.1  Goals of knowledge, research questions and methods

Goals of knowledge
 Research questions
Research methods

Explorative

To understand conceptions or phenomena
How are the households organised?

How are the intra-household relations?

How are the inter-household relations?

What is women’s role in production?

How are the household strategies composed?
Structured interviews, participatory and direct observations, informal interviews, photographs, literature, theory

Explanatory

To show causality
What determines women’s access and control over resources?
Structured interviews, focus group discussions, participatory methods, in-depth interviews, theory.

Descriptive

To show how a phenomenon exists and is connected, actual or historical
How are household strategies affected by ecological, economical and political conditions?
Structured interviews, focus group discussions

Predictive


What is the development trends for the 21st Century?

How will this development affect the rural women?
Theoretical conclusions, structured interview, in-depth interviews, focus group discussions

Inspired by Bitsch Olsen, P. & K. Pedersen (1997): Problemorienteret projektarbejde. Roskilde Universitets Forlag.
Table 3.1 shows the overall frame for the methodological considerations. The different goals of knowledge have been translated into research questions, which again gives way to considerations regarding the methodological choices of investigation. As such this frame should be seen as a way of identifying appropriate methods for the research. 

Since I wanted to look into women’s role in production, their access to and control over resources, as well as their room for manoeuvre, I found the household to be a good unit for investigation. The household is a useful unit for analysis of micro-level processes and that it can serve as a starting point for understanding the processes within these units and between household members, as well as give an understanding of organisation within the community as a whole
.

3.0.1 Case study

The case study approach is mainly characterised by being qualitative. The conduction of case studies gives the researcher an in-depth knowledge about the particular case. 
The case study is but one of several ways of doing social science research. In general, case studies are an appropriate strategy when “how” or “why” questions are being posed, when the investigator has little control over events, and when the focus is on contemporary phenomena within a real-life context (Yin 1994). As a research endeavour, the case study contributes uniquely to the knowledge of individual, organisational and social phenomena. The specific case provides guidelines for looking at other cases, enabling researchers to move from decribtive to generalisation and from the more specific to the general or abstract (Strauss & Corbin 1998). Eventhough, I acknowledge the difficulties in producing theoretical assumptions from this type of research, I believe that the case study is an important form of providing understanding in social studies. 

Nearly every case study presents the investigator with a choice regarding the anonymity of the case. I have chosen to disclose the identities of both the case and the individuals. This is mainly done in order to make it possible to conduct further investigation on the issues concerning the case study. Furthermore it permits the integration of this research with another research conducted in the same village, from which this thesis draws information
. I find that this is ethically acceptable since all informants agreed to participate in the research and since the same households also voluntarily participated in the earlier conducted research. At the same time it should be noted that the informants did not have difficulties or considerations concerning their participation in this research
. 

The case study presented in this thesis involves both elements of an intrinsic and an instrumental case study. The intrinsic case study is conducted because the case itself is of interest. This means that the case is undertaken in order for a better understanding of the particular case and not because it is representative or illustrates particular traits or problems. On the other hand the instrumental case study examines a case in order to provide insight on a specific issue or to refine a theory. Thus for the instrumental case study, the case itself is of secondary interest; it plays a supportive role, facilitating the understanding of something else (Stake 1994). The case presented in this thesis is of interest because it brings information of specific conditions and on the influence of wider development trends and thereby useful as an instrument facilitating the understanding of a larger context. 

3.1 Quantitative and Qualitative Methods

The main distinction between quantitative and qualitative methods is that quantitative methods produce numerical data whereas qualitative methods result in information which can best be described in words (Casley & Kumar 1988). Qualitative research can be defined as any type of research that produces findings not arrived at by statistical procedures or other means of quantification (Strauss & Corbin 1998). However, some qualitative data may be quantified as with census or background information about the person or object studied, but the bulk of the analysis is interpretative. Data gathered by means of interviews and observations are normally associated with qualitative methods. However, it is possible to code data in a manner that allows it to be statistically analysed, which implies a quantification of qualitative data (Strauss & Corbin 1998). Qualitative analysis refers not to the quantification of qualitative data but rather to a non-mathematical process of interpretation, carried out for the purpose of discovering concepts and relationships in raw data and then organising these into a theoretical explanatory scheme. Although quantitative and qualitative methods share basic principles of science, the two approaches differ in significant ways (Neuman 1997). Each has its strengths and limitations as shown in table 3.2.

Table 3.2  Quantitative style versus qualitative style

Quantitative style
Qualitative style

Measure objective facts

Focus on variables

Reliability is key

Value free

Independent of context

Many cases, subjects

Statistical analysis

Researcher is detached
Construct social reality, cultural meaning

Focus on interactive processes, events

Authenticity is key

Values are present and explicit

Situational constrained

Few cases, subjects

Thematic analysis

Researcher is involved

  Source: Neuman, W.L. (1997): Social Research Methods, p.14.

3.1.1 Analysis of quantitative data
The analysis of quantitative data has involved categorisation of data. Both distribution of variables and calculation of indexes, average and percentages have been used in the analysis. Furthermore as a statistical analysis correlation’s has been calculated. The quantitative analysis is mainly presented in the first part of the empirical analysis in chapter 5. 

3.1.2 Analysis of qualitative data
The analysis of qualitative data requires totally different analytical techniques than that of quantitative data. The qualitative analysis has recently been given attention (among others Miles & Huberman 1994; Wolcott 1994; Neuman 1997). Kvale (1994) distinguishes between five methods for the analysis of qualitative data. Condensation of meaning, referring to the process of long passages being reduced into short more concise formulations. Categorisation of meaning, referring to the coding of data from the qualitative interview for use in i.e. tables. Narrative structuring, focusing on the context of the interview. Interpretation of meaning goes beyond a structuration and involves an interpretation of the interview. Finally, the creation of meaning ad hoc, an eclectically method which permits data to be used in tables, figures and diagrams. The qualitative data is analysed using several of the above techniques, although it has not involved the interpretation of meaning. Furthermore chi-square tests have been used in order to test relations between empirical parameters. The qualitative analysis is mainly presented in the second and third part of the empirical analysis in chapter 5.    

3.2 Research Methods

Whereas mainly qualitative methods have been used to collect primary data, quantitative secondary data will be used within the analysis. Through interviews with women in 38 households I was able to illustrate range and distribution of opinions concerning access to and management of resources. Information about daily routines and personal household conditions as well as personal opinions concerning women’s role in resource management, decision processes and opportunities was also collected. In-depth interviews brought information concerning women’s perception of their role in resource management, autonomy and social strategies. Through a focus group discussion with women, I discussed women and men’s different activities, as well as decision-making concerning resource use, status and income generating opportunities. Photographs were used to show women’s own perception of their daily life and to document women’s activities within the household production and reproduction. Through focus group discussion with men, I had the opportunity to discuss findings with the local community members. In addition I was able to get information about the types of resources used in the community and the spatial dimension of the resource management. Different perceptions of resources and degradation were discussed. The use of participatory approaches such as resource scoring and resource-utilisation mapping brought information about the spatial dimension of resource management. Wealth ranking and social mapping brought information about social systems and thinking as well as priorities. Criteria for wealth, status and power as well as key issues that emerge concerning production constraints were discussed. The aim was to discuss resource management issues, such as access to and control over different types of resources and decision making. Maps and data from the area are used as background information; this includes a map of Khanaser Valley, a village map of Im Mial, and a map of the village territory. Data collected from a survey conducted in the village in February-May 1999 by ICARDA researcher Trine Louring Nielsen and the research assistant Salwa Salem, concerning household information on cultivated areas, livestock and migration labour is used as background data for the analysis. These different methods will be further discussed
 however; first issues of selection of study area research levels and samples will be addressed.  
3.2.1 Selection of study area

The study area was selected by ICARDA which were conducting a unified study in the Khanaser Valley at the time of my fieldwork. The village Im Mial was chosen because another researcher was already working in the village conducting a baseline data survey. Therefore, a good relationship between her and the villagers was already established. Especially in Islamic rural societies, which like Im Mial are located in remote areas and influenced by scepticism towards officials and strangers, it would have been very difficult to start working within a new village. To create confidence between a researcher and an informant takes time, of which I did not have a sufficiently amount during my four-month fieldwork period. The choice of village proved to be very wise, since Trine Louring Nielsen had already been present in the village for nearly a year. Although her research had mainly been focussing on men, her presence made the villagers feel comfortable with me around. Furthermore, since my study concerned women, who the base line survey by Trine Louring Nielsen had not involved, there was no research fatigue among the women in Im Mial. On the contrary, they expressed their interest for my work since it would consider them, pay attention to their situation and validate their opinions.

3.2.2 Research levels

The research involves and combines different levels of investigation, of which the household and the individual are the main levels of interest. 

Table 3.3  Levels of investigation

Level
Primary data
Secondary data
Comments

Regional

Literature

Reports

Maps


Community
Focus group discussions (90)

Participatory approaches
Reports

Maps




Household
Structured interviews (38)
Demographic data (60)

Land, livestock (29)

Migration (30)
Complete overlap

Some overlap

Some overlap

Individual
Structured interviews (38)

In-depth-interview (4)



Note: The numbers in brackets refer to the number of households involved in the sample. Since the secondary household data does not refer to the same households, the total overlap of primary and secondary data at household level is 26 households. For a complete overview see appendix A.
Within the empirical analysis different levels of investigation will be addressed. In order to do so it has been necessary to combine both primary and secondary data. The levels of investigation, as shown in table 3.3, combine both primary and secondary data on village level, primary and secondary data on household level, whereas the data at the individual level of investigation is only primary data. However, the amount of data available at the different levels of investigation varies due to two factors. First, the population at the different levels varies; secondly, there is variation between the sample sizes. The data for the whole village consists of 90 households whereas the residing household’s amount to 60. Due to a limited fieldwork period I had to limit my sample to 38 households. However, the total overlap between primary and secondary data is only 26 households
, as illustrated in table 3.3. This means that the data used for the village description consists of data concerning all 90 households in the village, although the demographic data only concerns the residing 60 households. At the household level the overlap of primary and secondary data is only 26 households. I have chosen to analyse only these households in order to keep a clearer picture. For some factors the analysis could include 29 households for others 30, however the households within the two samples are not identical, which I believe would disturb the understanding of processes involved in the analysis.
3.2.3 Sampling

The issue of sampling emerges at different points in the research process (Flick 1998; Neuman 1997). It is an issue to be raised in order to decide which persons to interview, and within which groups of people to choose the informants. In this research all available households in Im Mial were visited and one woman interviewed from each household. The woman interviewed within the household was not randomly selected. Since fewer daughters and daughters-in-law were available than female heads, it was necessary to interview these types of women whenever found within a household. The women interviewed at their place of migration were only randomly chosen, as I had to depend on other families to help me locate these women. The issue of sampling re-emerged when decisions were made regarding which interviews to be used further in the analysis. During the analysis a new sample was made by deciding which part of the data to use for different kinds of interpretation. Since the fieldwork consisted of several different methods, which provided different kinds of information, the sampling within the material was an important issue for the analysis. Finally, the issue emerged with the presentation of the findings, when deciding which cases would best illustrate the findings.

3.2.4 Primary data

Structured Interview

The structured interview gives the possibility to ask a standardised set of questions to a large group of informants and thereby provide quantitative data. However, at the same time it gives opportunity for the informant to comment on relating issues and thereby provide qualitative data (Neuman 1997). When interviewed in private the informant may be more honest and willing to answer precarious questions. The purpose was to acquire knowledge about women’s daily activities as well as their seasonally determined work. Issues of household division of labour and responsibilities were addressed. Furthermore the interviews involved issues of decision-making and income generation. In addition marriage, inheritance and property rights were addressed. Interviews were conducted in 38 households, which constituted a full sample within the village of Im Mial, as well as households which had already left the village for migration work, but could be located. The interviews were conducted with women within three different groups. 22 were female heads of which only 5 had daughters-in-law residing in their household. 9 were daughters who had not yet married and still lived in their parents’ household, and 7 were daughters-in-law who were still part of the extended household structure. The intention was to make a random sample of around 30 households within the village, with an equal share between the three different categories. This proved to be very difficult, since only few households had unmarried daughters more than 16 years old. Likewise it was difficult to find the same proportion of daughters-in-law since the tendency for younger married couples to separate from the extended household at an early stage are prevalent in the village. These couples form their own nuclear households with the young woman as the female head. The group of female heads was therefore large, the age difference in this group showing great variation. Another problem was that the households began to migrate from February-March. This meant that as the fieldwork progressed less and less households were available within the village and it was necessary to interview households at their place of migration, which was conducted with 8 households. 

The structured interview guide included 71 questions as well as a daily activity calendar and a monthly activity calendar
. The interview guide started with questions about personal characteristics, such as age, marital status, marriage duration and number of children. This made the beginning of the interviews smooth and made the informants feel comfortable. The following questions involved different subjects. All questions were open-ended in order to include different aspects of the issues addressed. Some of the information seeked from the interviews were facts and thereby easy to answer, whereas others were open to perception. Only once in the interview guide were there filter questions where two to three questions depended on the answers to the first question in the filter section
. However, other questions were only asked depending on the marital status of the respondent
. 

The interviews took place in open forums, within courtyards, or as it became warmer, inside the houses. The assistant and I sat in front of the informant. The research assistant led the interview asking the questions using the structured interview guide. I kept notes during the interviews, which then were translated, to me by the research assistant, and interjected comments or queries to clarify points. In most cases the informant would comment on relating issues which were then pursued. 

In-depth interview
The in-depth interview gives the possibility to acquire in-depth knowledge in issues concerning the informant, since the semi-structured interview allows the informant to give detailed information (Flick 1998). In-depth interviews were conducted with 4 women selected from the structured interviews. They were selected because of their different characteristics. Knowing age and civil status I also considered the informants’ attitude during the structured interview, so that the informants would be able to give me information concerning their perception of their role in resource management. The interviewed were one daughter, one daughter-in-law not yet separated from her parents-in-laws, one young female head in a nuclear household and one elderly female head in an extended household. The purpose was to acquire in-depth knowledge about women’s perceptions of their role in resource management, women’s autonomy, as well as their social strategies. The interviews were conducted as open-ended interviews. A semi-structured questionguide was used as a general guide to help focusing the interview. However, in practice it was possible to emphasise different perspectives depending on the informant. In all cases the interviews were lead by the research assistant, while I kept notes.

Informal interview
Informal interviews were conducted on several occasions. Often when I arrived to the village in the morning I would have a cup of tea on a porch and villagers, mostly men, would join in for a talk. Much valuable information was given on these occasions, since discussions among the villagers or between the villagers - and I could arise. During the fieldwork, the assistant and I were invited for daily lunches, which also gave opportunities for sharing of information. Conversations with the women often took place during their conduction of daily activities, either when I was on the way to a house or when waiting for the woman to have time for a more formal interview. In the beginning of the fieldwork I was shown around in the community by different community members and later on I visited a Bedouin family and a household which did not belong to the community but had settled on community land in the steppe. These occasions also provided information and understanding of different ways of living. On occasions my husband and child visited the village, which brought information on issues that were not normally brought up. 

Focus group discussion
The focus group discussion can provide insight into a wide range of subjects, especially knowledge concerning community and collective issues. The strength of the focus group discussion is that the participants discuss and express different perceptions of the same issue (Flick 1998). This method can provide information and simultaneously offset a process of further communication in the group. Furthermore it has the ability to empower people and give them the opportunity to express their knowledge in public (Chambers 1998). The focus group is a special kind of interview situation that is largely non-quantitative (Neuman 1997). The focus group interviews were chosen to implement some participatory methods in the research and to be able to obtain information revealed in a group setting. Also I found that the discussions that could arise from group meetings on these topics could be both interesting and valuable for the research as well as the participants. The focus group interviews were conducted within two different groups, namely men and women. 

The focus groups were two sided, as it had focus both on topics and groups. Groups of participants, men and women, were chosen for different topics. A list of topics was used to initiate discussions on specific topics. These were for the men’s focus group issues of local resources, their use and distribution as well as their spatial location. Most important for this group discussion was to find out how people’s perceptions were concerning resources and their value for the individual as well as the community as a whole. Issues concerning the gender division of labour and task assignment were discussed during a focus group with women. The involvement in different activities and the impact of these were addressed as were women’s perceptions concerning gender roles. 

Two research assistants and I attended the focus group discussions, one of the research assistants lead the discussion, whilst the other kept notes. A summary of the discussion was translated to me during the discussion section, this made it possible to go further into some of the issues discussed. There were great differences in the way the two focus groups turned out. The aim was to have 8-12 people participating in the discussions to enable everybody to express their opinions. However, the focus group with women proved very difficult to conduct. It was difficult for the women to either attend the meeting or to stay for the whole length of the meeting. The women had many tasks of which several could not be postponed. Further more the young married women were not always allowed to leave their own extended household. Thus it was difficult to gather a group of women varying in age and social status, covering as many different extended families as possible. The solution was that focus groups were conducted in four different households with women from the extended family - and in some cases sisters or sisters in law from other households present. In that way as many households as possible were represented, within a sphere where the women were still allowed to visit the other households. The groups usually constituted of 4-6 women. The same topics were addressed in the 4 different groups and new ones added as answers were noted on a large piece of carton carried around from place to place. This was mainly done in order to facilitate the discussion on issues that had already emerged during previously focus groups, as well as add new opinions. As for the men’s focus group gathering people was not a problem, although not all participants were equally eager in expressing their opinion, especially not concerning issues of wealth and status
.

Participatory methods

The participatory methods can be a useful tool since it combine data gathering with dialogue between the researcher and the informants (Mikkelsen 1995). Participatory methods were mainly conducted during the focus group discussions. The methods used were resource scoring and resource mapping, wealth ranking and social mapping, activity ranking according to income generation both for the family and the women, status, labour input and decision making. The involvement of these methods proved quite difficult. 

For the participatory methods regarding women, it was the intention to hand out cards on which the women should draw their different activities in order to discuss different aspects of these. Hereafter the women should draw men’s activities and discuss the differences and what determine this division of activities. However, the women did not have any experience with drawing and found it quite difficult to get started. A large carton was later to be used for the ranking of activities according to status, labour input, decision making and income. I then started to talk to the women about which activities they thought should be placed on the carton and I drew pictures of these, when they saw these images they also started to draw on their cards. The discussions during these different group settings were open, frank and lively. These meetings gave rise to much laughter and strengthened the relationship between the women, the assistant and I. 

Social mapping and wealth ranking as well as resource scoring and resource mapping were conducted during the focus group with men. The group first expressed that they were unable to perform wealth ranking and social mapping. Referring to the perception of livestock as the only indicator of wealth, they pointed to the fact that I was already aware of this ranking. However, discussing indicators of wealth as well as social status the participants became interested in the performance and a social map was drawn. Regarding the wealth ranking, the participants first claimed that all villagers were equal and that there was no differentiation among the farmers. However, after the most wealthy farmer left the group it became apparent that there indeed existed a differentiation within the village, and that the farmers were very well aware of this differentiation. All households were addressed and placed on a list involving six different wealth groups with each their characteristics. Each of these groups was further subdivided and the households ranked within each group. This ranking was conducted very fast and clearly showed that social and wealth ranking was part of the farmer’s knowledge and conscience. 

Participatory and direct observation

Different conceptions of observation and the observer’s role can be found in the literature (Flick 1998). What differentiates participatory and direct observation is the degree to which the observer is a part of the observed. Observations were done persistently during the fieldwork period. Although, in this type of setting it is difficult to observe without actually becoming a part of and thereby influencing the observed. This information was later made into field notes and is used in the thesis as background information.  

Photographs
Photography as a source of documentation has a long tradition in anthropology and ethnography. Recently there has been a certain revival in the use of visual media for research purposes (Flick 1998). The villagers were very much interested in having their photograph taken and often asked for it themselves. During my stay in the local community photographs were taken and given to the villagers. This created a good relationship between the informants and I. Later on, in the end of my stay; their acceptance of the camera was used to make a photo-series about women’s work and activities. This gave me an opportunity to talk in a more informal way about the issues of task assignment and activity involvement, which had already been discussed during the structured interviews and focus group discussions with the women, and to clarify points that had been missing. The photos were taken during the women’s daily work, with a prearranged permission, so that they would not be either arranged or self-presentations. 

3.2.5 Secondary data

Different types of secondary data are used in the analysis. These include both a survey conducted by another researcher within the study area as well as literature, reports, documents and maps.

Literature

Literature has been used widely within the different parts of the thesis. The literature has mainly provided a theoretical framework for the analysis, but case studies on relating issues from the region is also used as a kind of verification on the findings.

Survey (quantitative data) 

Trine Louring Nielsen, an ICARDA researcher, has previously and simultaneously carried out a quantitative survey within Im Mial concerning land use. The data from this survey has been available for the analysis and are used mainly for the descriptive part of the empirical analysis in part I chapter 5, and for the introduction to the regional setting chapter 4.  

Maps

Maps have been provided by ICARDA. Maps from the Khanaser area have previously been made for report purposes and were made available to me.  

Documents & reports

Documents and reports have been made available at ICARDA in Aleppo, where I was based during my fieldwork.  

3.3 Conduction of Fieldwork

3.3.1 Role definition

In qualitative research, the researcher is of special importance. Researchers and their communicative competence is the main ‘instrument’ of collecting data and of cognition. Because of this, the researcher is allocated certain roles and positions - sometimes various and/or unwillingly. Which information a researcher gains access to and which she/he remains debarred from depend essentially on the successful adoption of an appropriate role and position (Flick 1998). One of my roles was as a mother to my two-year-old son, who on some occasions accompanied me to the village. The fact that both the assistant and I were women and mothers of small children lightened the conversation and created a situation of mutual understanding and respect between the respondents and us. The interview often turned them to interviewers and myself to informant. 

3.3.2 Working with a research assistant

Since my Arabic did not enable me to conduct the interviews by my-self, I worked with an assistant during the fieldwork. I was able to find a female assistant who was very much necessary since the interviews mainly involved women. The assistant had had no previous experience in conducting fieldwork or working as a research assistant, which made an intensive training necessary. She proved to be very competent. She was able to make excellent relations in the village, due to her kind nature and her ability to create a relaxed atmosphere, which enabled us to ‘small-talk’ with the informants and converse on issues concerning them. As the fieldwork progressed and I became more confident with the dialect spoken in the area, translation was not as necessary. This made the conduction of the interviews easier, as I could follow the interviews and comment more on the answers. Another effect of this was the respect that the women showed me, knowing that I had made an effort in understanding them and meet them on their premises. In the course of translation there will always be a loss of information. My knowledge of Arabic however, enabled me to follow the conversation and correct the assistant when I felt that she needed to reformulate the question, as well as go in to depth with some of the information given by the informant.

3.4 Quality of Data

3.4.1 Reliability and validity 

Reliability and validity are central issues in all scientific measurement (Flick 1998; Neuman 1997). Reliability refers to the dependability and consistency of an indicator, whereas validity refers to whether an indicator actually grasps meaning of the construct of interest. If indicators have a low degree of reliability or validity, then the final results will be questionable (Andersen 1990; Neuman 1997). The validity has to some extent been examined as the preliminary findings from the conducted interviews were discussed during the focus group discussions. The reliability of the data is however, connected to the biases present within the material. 

In order to secure reliability of the research different kinds of triangulation can be used (Flick 1998). The types of triangulation used in this thesis have been primarily triangulation by data source, involving different informants. Furthermore triangulation has been done by method, involving different types of observation and interviews and to a lesser extent triangulation by researcher, involving the use of both primary and secondary data on the same subjects. To these types of triangulation put forward by Denzin (1978), Miles & Huberman (1994) ads triangulation by data type, using both qualitative and quantitative data. This type of triangulation is also used in this research. At the same time verification has to some extent been possible by relating the findings to other case studies carried out within the Middle East. The findings of this study show clear accordance with case studies carried out by other researchers on several issues
. 

Interview related biases

Interview related factors affecting the reliability include the high degree of migration, which poses biases on the availability of different households within the village. The sample is biased in the way that households totally dependent on migration labour were difficult to contact since the majority leaves the village in the early spring. Although interviews were conducted within households on a location for household migration, these households are still limited in their representation within the sample. The large daily workload of women is another factor posing problems when discussing reliability of the data. The women were often occupied or limited by activities, that posed limitations on the interviews. Another problem was the difficulty in conducting the interviews in privacy, since it may impose reluctance to share information freely. Finally the time limit of the fieldwork as such is another factor limiting the data collection and thereby posing biases to the sample.

Interviewer related biases

Interviewer related factors affecting the reliability of the data including the interviewers viewpoint and ideas. Likewise the use of a research assistant affects the interview, since terms and concepts have different meanings in different languages and for different people. The research assistants’ understanding of the purpose and ideas behind the question is also of great importance for the outcome of an interview. Although issues concerning the research assistant were discussed in order to clarify the intention with this research as well as defining concepts, it would be unrealistic to believe that different conceptions and misunderstandings did not arise.

Informant related biases

Informant related factors include the informant’s attitude towards the interviewer, the research assistant as well as the subjects of the interview. The informants’ memory and recollection of events may influence the information provided in an interview. Where historical information delivered verbally is based on people’s memory, such data might be unreliable. This is especially true in rural areas where no records are kept and people are unaware of such issues as exact age etc.  

3.4.2 Ethical issues
When conducting fieldwork some ethical issues must be addressed. The ethical issues are the concerns, dilemmas, and conflicts that arise over the proper way to conduct research (Neuman 1997; Wilson 1992). Although there are few ethical absolutes, there are agreed upon principles. The ethical issues, which have been addressed during this fieldwork, have mainly involved questions about privacy, anonymity and confidentiality. The issue concerning informant’s privacy meant that interviews were sought primarily to be conducted in privacy, however, in some cases the informant asked for the interview to start eventhough others were present. In areas where people live under limited spatial conditions it is however, difficult to find total privacy for the conduction of interviews. Another issue to be noted here is that privacy is quite ‘unknown’ for the majority of the informants, living in large households. Also the great hospitality has the effect of family, kin and neighbours passing by, making the planning of a private interview impossible. The issue of anonymity has already been addressed discussing whether to disclose the identity of the case or not. I find that the decision to disclose the identity of the case as well as the informants is an ethical correct choice, since informants are not quoted by name in the thesis or their identity otherwise disclosed linking them to specific information. Simultaneously issues emerging during interviews were sometimes discussed within other households, in order to facilitate further discussion on the topic or bring new opinions on issues, however, the informant’s identity was not disclosed. The research did however, show that people in general have detailed information about other family members or villagers. This brings me to the issue of confidentiality, I believe that I have protected the informant’s confidentiality by not bringing identifiable information outside the forum of the interview. Furthermore the information used within this thesis is not released in a way that permits linking specific individuals to specific responses. When presenting individual case stories
, the cases do not reveal the informant’s real name.  

3.4.3 Quality of the overall methodology

Although I acknowledge the difficulties in providing reliable information from some of the used methods, I believe that the combination of methods used for gathering information in this thesis has proven reliable. The strength of the overall methodology in this thesis is the combination of quantitative and qualitative data. Furthermore, I believe that the combination of qualitative methods, and the triangulation that follows is an appropriate method. 

� See discussion in chapter 2, section 2.2 concept of households.


� The research is conducted by Trine Louring Nielsen and is further described under secondary data, in this chapter, section 3.2.5.


� See also section 3.4.2 ethical issues.


� See section 3.4.2.


� See Appendix A.


� See interview guide in Appendix B.


� See Appendix B, structured interviewguide Q31.


� See Appendix B, structured interviewguide Q 37-46.  





� This is further discussed under participatory methods.


� This will be referred to in the empirical analysis in chapter 5, and discussion on the findings in 


chapter 6.


� See Appendix G.





