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Chapter 1

Introduction
1.0 Conceptual Framework
The need to focus on resource management in agricultural research has become increasingly recognised during the last decades (Omara-Ojungu 1992; Berkes 1998; Hanna et al 1996; Bromley 1992). The management of scarce resources is especially important in areas with high vulnerability such as semi-arid areas, where the need for diversity and flexibility in resource use is apparent. Recent resource management research differs from the classic utilitarian approach (Berkes & Folke 1998). One new approach has been to integrate the ecosystem and the social system into a system oriented approach. Another approach has focused on institutions and property rights as necessary for improved resource management (Ostrom 1990). 

The natural resources and their use form the base for rural livelihoods. Resources often have multiple uses and meanings. They are differentiated both in space, tenure and utilisation. Local resources may involve communal resources hold as common property for grazing or gathering of natural vegetation and private resources used for cultivation (Bromley 1992). Although the use of resources are often organised within the household, different household members have access and control over resources according to different norms of identity, involving both kinship, age, sex and marital status (Kabeer & Joekes 1991; Evans 1991) . Thus the household access to resources are distributed unequally. Consequently conflicts exist over access and control over resources (Sen 1990; Wolf 1997). Household members hold different rights and claims over resources, involving them in negotiation within the household (Moser 1993; Rocheleau 1996). Negotiation and moulding of rights are a continuos process within households. In the rural context gender relations are closely connected with distribution of material resources as well as with units of production and reproduction. Thus, the household and units within it become relevant as they are sites of negotiations, and possible conflicts over specific perceptions of rights, responsibilities and needs for individual household members (Moore 1994; Rocheleau 1996). Within the household different responsibilities are distributed according to gender and age. Gender division of labour is an important factor in structuring and organising household labour according to livelihood strategy (Tully 1990). 

The focal point of this thesis is women’s access to and control over resources. I investigate whether women’s social identity, influence their resource access. Differences among women, inter- as well as intra-household, may derive from women’s multiple identities, determined by kinship, seniority, economic or social status
 (Jackson 1995). Consequently, the control over resources is socially and culturally constructed and imbued with struggles over meaning and rights. There is little dispute about the importance of women in managing natural resources, particularly in developing countries (Rodda 1991). The aim of this thesis is to elucidate how gender access to and control over resources affects rural women’s room for manoeuvre according to resource management within a Middle Eastern context. Women are primarily involved in resource management through specific forms of gender relation, most significantly through marriage, as wives, but also as daughters or mothers (Whatmore 1991). Most studies have focused on women’s productive rather than domestic work (Beneria 1997). Reproduction and gender division of labour are however, crucial in the understanding of women’s access and control over resources (Beneria & Sen 1997; Moore 1992; Sen 1990). Documenting women’s involvement in different activities, both reproductive and productive, forms a great bulk of the analysis in this thesis. The gender task assignment forms a basis for the understanding of gender determined access to and control over resources. Although women’s autonomy may be limited in the community, as well as within the household, women’s involvement in different activities associates them with different groups of women, both within the household and beyond. Consequently women find themselves in changing positions according to the context in which they have various roles and are ascribed various autonomy (Jackson 1995).

My point of departure is the persistent degradation of productive resources, creating difficulties in dependence on local resources for a livelihood and thereby resulting in migration for shorter or longer periods of time. In recent years several authors (among others Blaikie 1987; Netting 1993; Mortimore 1995; Turner et al 1993; Berry 1993; Tiffen & Mortimore 1994) have problematised a neo-Malthusian approach, which argues that population growth is a major cause of irreversible ecological degradation and natural resource depletion. Critics of neo-Malthusianism do not reject that population pressure affects the management of natural resources, but assert that other factors need to be included to offer an adequate explanation of recurrent degradation
. As the environment change and new labour markets and demands are created, the value of rural resources is transformed
. This development changes the household labour organisation and allocation; it furthermore increases the struggle over resources within the household, as an arena for decision and negotiation, since resource scarcity enhances competition over them (Moore 1994). Transformation of the environment is often followed by transformation of social relations. The increasing importance of migration labour for household livelihood has affected the women’s role in production as well as their access to and control over resources. It is these changing roles for the rural women that I intend to investigate in this thesis. The thesis focuses on how these development tendencies affect women’s position in the management of local resources.

1.1 Objective
The focus of this thesis is on gender access to and management of resources in a rural community. The thesis concerns both a description of the present resource management practices used by rural community members in their ecological, economic and social environment, and an analysis of women’s role in management of resources.

The objective of the thesis is: 

How gender access to and control over resources, in the form of land, livestock, labour and capital, affects the rural women’s room for manoeuvre?

· Which resources do women have access to? 

· To which extent do women have control over these resources?

· Which factors influence the intra-household allocation of resources?

· To which extent do social structures determine women’s use of resources?

The overall objective is met through a case study in a rural community in Northern Syria where the International Center for Agricultural Research in Dry Areas (ICARDA) is working on natural resource management issues. 

The study focuses on three levels of analysis: the community, the household, and the individual. The study has three immediate objectives i) description and analysis of the community-level available resource base, the presence of common property resources and their management; ii) livelihood analysis, particularly with regard to resource management issues, household resource combinations and income sources, allocation of labour, land and capital, as well as resource management decision-making; and iii) analysis of individual, intra-household strategies and decision-making regarding resource management, with focus on women’s perceptions of, access to, and use of resources, as well as their capacity to act and their room for manoeuvre.

In order to facilitate the possibilities for conclusion upon the objective four hypotheses are put forward:

· Women hold rights to resources, in terms of access and control, according to their social status within the household.

· Intra-household resource allocation is largely gendered, in favour of the male sex.

· The development toward increased migration labour decreases women’s access to productive resources.

· Changing social structures affect women’s resource management opportunities and their room for manoeuvre. 

1.2 Delimitation of the Thesis
Fieldwork was conducted in the village of Im Mial in Khanaser Valley in Northern Syria. The social, economic and political conditions are therefore mainly limited to Syria, although some might only relate to local or regional conditions. In a larger context tendencies in the Middle East will be put forward.

1.3 Structure of the Thesis
Chapter 2 provides the theoretical framework and the analytical approach of this thesis. The chapter is divided into two parts. The first part, concerning the theoretical framework, begins with definitions of resources and a description of resource management study approaches. Livelihood strategies are hereafter addressed. In continuation hereof the concept of households are discussed according to the theoretical background, and the use of households in analysis. Small-scale peasants and the availability and use of family labour are the focus in the following section. Finally, the concept of gender is addressed. The second part, concerning the analytical approach, begins with an introduction to the theory of science used as a base for the thesis. First the ontological point of departure, being Giddens’ structuration theory, is addressed. Hereafter the epistemological chose of an actor-oriented approach is discussed. The following section describes the methodological considerations presented in the thesis. Finally, definitions of commonly used concepts are presented.          

Chapter 3 concerns the research design and methods used within this thesis. First the research design is described. The general design is presented linking the goals of knowledge with the research questions and the methods to be used. The choice of a case study approach is hereafter addressed. Then issues of qualitative and quantitative data are addressed and the analysis of these is described. Hereafter the focus turns to the choice concerning methods and their use in the research. First a short description of the different methods and their aim is put forward. Hereafter the selection of the study area, levels of investigation, and issues of sampling is addressed. Primary data is the concern of the following section emphasising the use of different methods in the gathering of information. This is followed by a short introduction to the secondary data used in the thesis. The next section describes the conduction of fieldwork addressing issues of the researcher's role and the work with a research assistant. Finally the quality of the data is addressed    

Chapter 4 gives an introduction to the regional setting, which forms the base for the case study. First Syria’s political history is shortly described, followed by a description of the land reform politics and its implications for small-scale farmers in Syria. Hereafter the focus turns to the dry areas of Syria followed by an introduction to the research area of Khanaser Valley. Finally a short introduction to the village of Im Mial is given.  

Chapter 5 constitutes three parts of the empirical analysis. The first part starts the empirical analysis by sketching the broad dimensions of resource management and opportunities in the community. First, household characteristics are described, involving demographic considerations and available household assets. Then local resources are presented, providing the base for an understanding of local opportunities regarding resource utilisation. Livelihood strategies and practises are the focus in the following section, describing household’s different opportunities and choices. Finally, the distribution of resources between households in the community is described, according to land, livestock, labour and capital. The second part of the empirical analysis is concerned with social structures affecting women’s access to and control over resources. First, household structures are described, focussing on the domestic cycle, the life cycle and the social hierarchy within the household. In continuation hereof the importance of kinship is addressed. This section describes the practices of marriage and inheritance in the community. Finally, the focus turns to the community, addressing perceptions of wealth and social status. The third part of the empirical analysis draws attention to the gender aspect of resource management. First, the gender division of labour is addressed. Hereafter women’s work is described and the differentiation of task assignment within the group of women addressed, concentrating on activities and conditions for women within the same household. In continuation hereof issues of women’s participation in decision-making, and their access to property are described. Finally, women’s perception on the management of resources and their own role in these matters are addressed.  

Chapter 6 broadens the focus from the specific empirical analysis, linking the theory and the empirical observations. The theoretical framework is discussed according to the empirical findings. Simultaneously, the empirical findings presented in the three analytical parts are linked and the implication of the findings discussed. In continuation hereof the generalisation impact of the findings are addressed.

� Age, gender and marital status are often significant elements of social status.


� This has been described by Picouet, Michel & Sghaier, Mongi (1998): Population dynamics and aridity: an experiment in the arid regions of Tunisia, pp. 265-280, in Clarke, J. & D. Noin (eds.) Population and environment in arid regions. UNESCO & The Parthenon Publishing Group, Paris; Findlay, Allan M. & Maani, Mohammed (1998): Fertility trends in an arid environment: the population of the Jordanian Badia, pp.281-304, in: Clarke, J. & D. Noin (eds.) Population and environment in arid regions. UNESCO & The Parthenon Publishing Group, Paris; and Auclair, Laurent; Ghezal, Laimia L. & Roger Pontanier (1998): Population-environment relationships in the Tunisian high tell, pp. 133-148, in: Clarke, J. & D. Noin (eds.) Population and environment in arid regions. UNESCO & The Parthenon Publishing Group, Paris; on population pressure and aridity.


� As shown in cases from the Middle East by Mundy, Martha & Smith, Richard S. (eds.): Part-Time Farming. Agricultural Development in the Zarqa River Bassin, Jordan. Yarmouk University, Jordan; Pollock, Alex (1990): Sharecropping in the North Jordan Valley: Social relations of Production and Reproduction, pp.95-121, in: Glavanis, K. & P. Glavanis (eds.) The Rural Middle East. Peasant Lives and Modes of Production. Zed Books Ltd, London; and Tamari, Salim (1990): From the fruits of their Labour: the Persistence of Sharetenancy in Palestinian Agrarian Economy, pp.70-94, in: Glavanis, K. & P. Glavanis (eds.) The Rural Middle East. Peasant Lives and Modes of Production. Zed Books Ltd, London.








