
Project Summary

ICARDA West Asia Regional Program

Project overview and 
benefits

In Palestine, many varieties of 
wheat, barley, lentil, chickpea, 
food and feed legumes, and 
fruit trees have originated in 
the last 10,000 years. However, 
an inadequate supply of inputs 
(seeds, fertilizers, and pesticides) 
and limited access to funding have 
led to low agricultural productivity 
in the present day. 

Seed from local, traditionally bred 
plants, or landraces, of cereals 
and legumes are still used by some 
farmers, particularly under harsh 
environments. However this is 
diminishing leading to the loss of 
a valuable genetic resource for 
farmers and breeders. 

There is no functioning crop 
improvement program or formal 
seed production system in 
Palestine. Most farmers save 
their own seed or buy improved 
varieties from Israel, although 
this has become harder since the 
establishment of the wall in the 
West Bank. 

This project, led by the 
International Center for 
Agricultural Research in the Dry 
Areas (ICARDA), identifies how to 
disseminate landrace seed, how 
to apply knowledge and practices, 
and how to strengthen seed 
systems. By working with farmers,

agricultural research institutions 
and government, ICARRDA is 
promoting the conservation of field 
crop landraces to increase farming 
incomes, ensure food security, and 
preserve genetic diversity.

Outputs

• Documenting findings, successes, 
and failures.

• Establishing community-based 
participatory activities to 
improve crops. 

• Establishing informal farmer-
based seed production 
enterprises in pilot sites.

• Recommending a national policy, 
institutional and regulatory 
framework for producing and 
distributing  seed.

• Strengthening the national 
capacity for improving crops and 
distributing seed.

Partners

ICARDA.
Palestinian Ministry of Agriculture 
partners: National Agricultural 
Research Center, General 
Directorate of Extension and Rural 
Development, and Directorate of 
Agriculture  in Jenin, Tubas and 
Ramallah governorates.
Non-governmental organizations, 
including the Union of Agricultural 
Work Committees. 

Financing 

Arab Fund for Economic and Social 
Development (AFESD) . 

Contact 

Nasri Haddad, ICARDA, Jordan. 
Email:n.haddad@cgiar.org
Abdallah Alimari, ICARDA, 
Palestine
Email: a.alimari@cgiar.org

Seed networks help farmers to 
boost crop yields

This project aims to improve food security in 
Palestine by helping farmers to access seed 
that provides high crop yields under harsh 
local conditions. It works with farmers to 

produce, conserve, and improve locally adapted 
‘landrace’ seed, and will establish national 
systems for regulating seed production and 
distribution.  

Developing community-based enterprises for producing seed to conserve local field crops 
traditionally bred under Palestinian growing conditions.

Farmers selecting from the promising wheat landraces
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 المركز الدولي للبحوث
الزراعية في المناطق الجافة
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السلطة الوطنية
الفلسطينية 

 الصندوق العربي للإنماء
الاقتصادي والاجتماعي


