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Farming with Alternative Pollinators (FAP)

Main pollinators of faba bean
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FAP field sketch Main pollinators

Bumblebeesaremuchbiggerthanhoneybees. Theyarehairybeeswithoftenblack,yellowandwhitebands. Theyareattracted
byplantslikeeggplant,tomato,pepper,blueberry,fababean,zucchini,sunflowerandfruittrees. Theyaresocialbees(1). Onlythe
queenhibernatesandbuildsa nestforhercolonyusingabandonedholesofmiceorunderpilesofwoodordeadleaves. Leaving
thesenestingareasintactwillhelpsupportthem.
Diggerbeesareusuallysmallerthanhoneybees. Theyflyveryfastandcanhavemanydifferentcolors,fromgreyto rustyred.
Theyareattractedbyplantswithnarrowtubeflowerslikefababean,aromaticplants(basil,mint,rosemary,sage,oregano,thyme)
butalsotomato,pepperandeggplant. Theyaresolitaryandnestin theground,oftenonverticalslopes(2). Leavingthesenesting
areasintactwillhelpsupportthem.
Long-hornedbeesareusuallysmallerthanhoneybees. In particularmalesareeasyto recognizeas theyhavelongantennae.
Theyhavethesameflowerandnestingpreferencesasdiggerbees.
Masonbeesareoftensmallerthanhoneybees. Manyareblack,metallicgreenorblue. Theyareattractedbyaromaticplants(mint,
basil,oregano,thyme),fruittrees(almond,cherry,apple),berries(blueberry,strawberry),fababeanor clover. Theyaresolitary.
Theylookfornarrowcavitiesmadebywoodwormsindeadtrees. Keepingoldwood(3) ormakingbeehotels(4) madeofbamboo
canesandwoodlogswithdrilledholeswillhelpsupportthem.
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How to support them


