
Project Summary

ICARDA West Asia Regional Program

Project overview and 
benefits

The livelihoods of poor rural 
households in the Near East and 
North Africa region depend largely 
on agricultural production and 
animal-keeping activities.

These systems have proved to 
be a highly resilient safeguard, 
ensuring food security for poor rural 
households, and helping them adapt 
to droughts and an emerging pattern 
of erratic and declining rainfall.

But poverty persists in households 
dependent on barley–livestock 
systems in Iraq and Jordan because 
of low yields – 0.74 tons per 
hectare (t/ha) in Iraq and 0.31 t/
ha in Jordan during the period 
2005–2008. This is far below the 
figures for average yields in high 
income countries (3.0 t/ha) and in 
developing countries (1.7 t/ha).  
 
This project builds on the research 
of the International Center for 
Agricultural Research in the Dry 
Areas (ICARDA) and its partners that 
finds ways to tackle the challenges 
that climate change brings to rural 
communities.
It helps improve awareness of 
climate change for policy makers 
and in communities in the partner 
countries. It supports approaches to 
technology delivery that rely
on farmers’ participation, helping
them gain access to technologies 

that can strengthen the resilience of 
agricultural systems and livelihoods 
in the face of climate change.
 
Outputs

• Successfully demonstrating 
climate change-proofing 
technologies for barley-based 
farming systems, with community 
participation. 

• Demonstrating improved 
livestock husbandry and 
processing technologies that help 
communities cope with climate 
change.

• Demonstrating improved 
capabilities of extension agents 
and mechanisms that respond to 
farmers’ needs. 

• Increasing awareness among 
policy makers and communities 
of the impacts of climate 
change, adaptation options, and 
useful technologies.

Partners

ICARDA, International Fund for 
Agricultural Development (IFAD), 
governments of Iraq, and Jordan .
Partners in Iraq: State Board for 
Agricultural Research in Iraq, 
Ministry of Agriculture, the 
University of Mosul. Partners 
in Jordan: National Center 
for Agricultural Research and 
Extension, Ministry of Agriculture, 
the Agricultural Resource 
Management Project, Mutah 
University.

Financing 

IFAD and co-financing by the 
governments of Iraq and Jordan. 

Contact 

Nasri Haddad, ICARDA, Jordan. 
Email: n.haddad@cgiar.org

Strategies help farmers cope with 
climate change 

This project aims to make research results 
rapidly available to resource-poor farmers 
and policy makers. This will help them better 
understand climate change and how to deal 

with it, and give them access to a range of 
technologies that can help them improve 
productivity.

Improving food security and adaptability to climate change for livestock producers in rainfed, 
barley-based farming systems in Iraq and Jordan.

Conservation Agriculture (Zero tillage) enhances adaptation to climate change
in the dry areas
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 المركز الدولي للبحوث
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