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	Progress Report                           BMZ Small Grants 







	General Information 



	Implementing Organisation and Contracting Partner
	Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale 
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH
Friedrich-Ebert-Allee 40
53113 Bonn
Tel. +49-(0) 228-44600
Internet: www.giz.de

	Contact for project reports
	Stefanie Preusser
Tel. +49-(0) 228-4460-3883

	Closing date
	End of February per year

	Reporting period
	July1-Dec 31, 2018

	Submit by e-mail to
	



	1. [bookmark: _Toc17540571]Basic data



	The IARC applicant
	ICARDA

	Project title
	Reversing land degradation in Africa through scaling-up Evergreen Agriculture- Component 1 Economics of Land Degradation (EGA/ELD)

	Funding type, 
GIZ Project Number and Contract Number
	
GIZ Project number: 17.2010.1-005.00
Contract number: 81220167

	Reporting Period
	From 01/07/2018 to 31/12/2018

	Project Coordinator and Project Scientist
	Richard Thomas (ELD scientific coordinator)
c/o ICARDA, 2512 Clayborne Place, Oakville, Ontario L6M 4C3, Canada 
Phone number: +1 289-888-1400
e-mail address: r.thomas@cgiar.org; drrjthomas@gmail.com



	Project Partners
	ELD consortium partners and Kenyan national group





	2. Progress Report



	State of Project Implementation

	The aim of this grant is to collaborate with the ELD secretariat/initiative in its current implementation phase that aims to facilitate the engagement of ELD consortium in research/policy dialogue/capacity development activities in 8 partner countries in Africa (Kenya, Ethiopia, Ghana, Mali, Niger, Rwanda, Senegal and Somalia). Specifically this grant supports scientific coordination and the Kenyan case study in particular. The activities are financed from an agreement with the European Commission (EC DEVCO) which is valid for 35 months. The contract runs from 01.01.2018 to 31.03.2020.

	General Achievements and Problems encountered


	
Achievements are listed under each activity listed below following the grant agreement:

a. Provide scientific guidance to the ELD Initiative and assistance to the ELD working group leaders and consultants in the context of national ELD case studies and capacity development activities of the partner institutions within the eight target countries of the joint EC/GIZ/ICRAF project. Assist in literature research, provide backstopping and review services and contribute to the finalisation and editorial review of all eight country studies and eventually a summary report. 

Review of all project proposals and editing of four proposals from Kenya including a separate project on the Nairobi National Park with approaches to the EU for funding and an additional project on the Masai Mara water basin. Review of the report for the ELD study conducted in Georgia (Annex I). Attended two ELD steering group meetings (July and December) to discuss progress and strategy. Reviewed strategy for involvement of ELD in Natural Capital studies (SDG 15.9)

b. Provide direct research, study and report writing inputs (including in-country research) to the ELD case  in Kenya. 

The project has yet to start in Kenya because of delays in settling contracts with in country partners. Expected start now Jan-March 2019. However, during Dec 27-28, a review paper of ELD’s approach, activities including capacity building was initiated, and the strategy to insert ELD information into policy making processes (Annex II). 

c. Assist and advise additional national research activities, for example related to ICRAF’s agroforestry component, as they are developed. 

Discussions held regularly with the ELD secretariat via Skype on activities and opportunities as they are identified. E-mail correspondence with Kenyan project teams on finalizing plans and contracts (with ELD secretariat).

d. Organise ELD scientific working group meetings at least twice yearly and report on working group meeting’s outcomes. The meetings will be a mix of physical and/or virtual meetings.
Attended the ELD Steering group meeting to review progress and plan future activities for the initiative July 5-6; Preparation of a review of the economic work conducted by the Global Mechanism and its relevance to ELD and presentation of findings to steering group. Participated as trainer and case study leader for Kenya during July 9-13.
e.   Provide information on events of interest to the ELD to the ELD Secretariat. Participate in and contribute to relevant ELD meetings as Scientific Coordinator and promote the ELD initiative at national and international meetings and events. 

Regular email exchanges with ELD secretariat on developments and possible future activities for the ELD consortium. Participated in ELD steering committee as in e) above.
In October I visited the WOTR in Pune, attended and gave a presentation at their conference on “adapting agriculture to a 1.5 C temperature increase”. Undertook field visits to 3 watersheds where WOTR have been active. Presented the ELD strategy to WOTR at their headquarters in Pune and led a discussion on possible project proposal development. Details included in the trip report (Annexe III). WOTR subsequently prepared a concept note that is under consideration by ELD. Continued dialogue and information with UNCCD on how ELD activities feed into the Land Degradation Neutrality processes.
      
f.   In close cooperation with the ELD Secretariat help identify further funding opportunities for the project and for the ELD Initiative. Contribute to discussions on relevance of research proposals to the ELD initiative when extra funding becomes available.

As for e. above. Advocacy activities with WOCAT and UNCCD for application of the GeOC tool developed under BEAF project as a contribution to achieving land degradation neutrality. Concept note produced. (Annex IV)

g.   Review and update the database and classification of the ELD collection of existing case studies and estimate their relevance and their helpfulness for the respective national contexts. When appropriate add descriptions of existing case studies relevant to the initiative to the existing database for publication on the ELD website. 

Scanned literature and circulated relevant scientific papers on ecosystem evaluation to ELD steering group..

h.   Ensure that ELD interests and results from the ELD national activities are inserted into on-going policy processes at the international level such as: the UNCCD Land Degradation Neutral World, land-related issues in the SDG process, and Global Soil Partnership, as well as a scoping study for land degradation under the IPBES. 

Prepared and presented the Kenya national target setting proposal to the Kenya trainees July 9-12, 2018.  Presented the case study and approach to capacity building in the ELD session at the ACES conference Washington Dec 3-7, 2018 (Powerpoint presentation Annexe VI).

i.    Provide support to the ELD Initiative’s capacity-building which includes online content contribution, editorial oversight of the course script assignment assessments and eventually facilitating in-country training courses.

Participated as a trainer in the Kenyan training event July 9-13, 2018.


j. 	ICARDA will further work to ensure that the results from national ELD studies and research activities will be included in national and sub-regional policies and decision-making processes, facilitating in parallel the development of necessary capacities of decision makers. 

See sections b, f, h, and I above for activities and achievements.
 


	Conclusions for the following Reporting Period

	The Kenyan training produced a cadre of potential trainers drawn for government agencies and universities. Four project proposals were developed at the training event and, after subsequent review by myself and others, two were funded by this GIZ project and one will be funded by additional resources including the EU. In addition, a further project has been developed for the Masai Mara water basin and additional funding is being sought. 

	

	

	Summary and Recommendations

	Following the successful training of Kenyan nationals in July, the participant group developed a total of 4 concept notes, of which two were funded from this project. These will be implemented Feb-March 2019 pending finalization of contracts with all partners. From attendance at conferences in Pune, India and Washington DC there is appreciation within the scientific community for the ELD approach to training, the establishment of a boundary or intermediary organization that will focus on bridging the science-policy divide and on implementation of land degradation neutrality activities on the ground.
WOTR, the Indian NGO, has prepared a concept note under our guidance for ELD-related activities in watersheds and further discussions with the ELD secretariat are planned for early 2019. Thus interest and participation in ELD is expanding.


[bookmark: _Toc220749780]Annnexes
I. Review of Georgia case study.
II. Draft of ELD review paper.
III. Trip report on visit to WOTR, Pune, India.
IV. GeOC tool concept note.
[bookmark: _GoBack]VI. Powerpoint presentation given at ELD session ACES workshop Washington DC Dec 4
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