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Capitulum
Capitulum is terminal Capitulum underside the tick
Small hard scutum Hard scutum No hard scutum
Strongly corrugated Smooth integument Strongly corrugated
integument integument

* Hard tick (Ixodidae) *

Nuttalliella namaqua Soft tick (Argasidae)
(Tanzania, Namibia
& South Africa) No eyes Eyes are present
Capitilu; is short Capitilu;l is long Capitilur;is short Capitulum is long
; Ixodes Rhipicephalus* Hyalomma
Haemaphysalis (small sized) (& Boophilus) (scutum is uniform)
* Males of Rhipicephalus pulchellus have ornamentations. ?S i":j r?jr%ecv ﬁ?ﬁ Ag’g{ %/Srrl?nv;’lftz*

** Amblyomma varanense (syn. Aponomma) has no eyes, - .
it feeds on reptiles. ornamentation) ornamentation)
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Capitulum of different tick genera

Long capitulum

Short capitulum Ixodes Amblyomma Hyalomma

(Bussieras et Chermette, 1993)

Boophilus Haemaphysalis Rhipicephalus Dermacentor

Tick collection

- Don’t touch ticks with nacked hands, some pathogens are transmitted to humans.

- Put the ticks in a flask contanining 70% alcohol.

- Put in the flask a piece of paper, write clearly on it with a pencil, the animal species, the date of
collection and the GPS coordinates (or at least the locality) and the farm’s name.

- Check periodically the level of alcohol in the flasks.

- Before examining ticks under a stereomicroscope, clean them with a brush then dry them with a
peace of cleanex.

- Pay attention not to loose collected larvae and nymphs (indicate their number in the flask).



