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3rd International Agronomy Congress: Exploring opportunities for climate change
mitigation

ICARDA co-organized and participated in the third International Agronomy Congress in India
on 26-30 November 2012 to discuss the critical issue of agricultural diversification and
management in the face of climate variability and change. Held in New Delhi and inaugurated
by the Union Minister of State for Agriculture and Food Processing, H. E. Dr. C. D. Mahant,
the conference brought together over 1200 participants.

In addition to H. E. Dr. Mahant’s speech, which expressed the importance of food processing
for nutritional security, other presentations highlighted the role of agriculture as an important
source of employment and income. H. E. Dr. Shri Tarig Anwar, also Union Minister of State for
Agriculture and Food Processing, stressed the need to raise farmer income levels, and Dr. S.
Ayyappan, Director General of

ICAR and Chairman of the Board of Governors of the Congress, argued that agriculture and
its allied sectors can generate more economic opportunities for rural communities.

In addition to H. E. Dr. Mahant’s speech, which expressed the importance of food processing
for nutritional security, other presentations highlighted the role of agriculture as an important
source of employment and income. H. E. Dr. Shri Tarig Anwar, also Union Minister of State for
Agriculture and Food Processing, stressed the need to raise farmer income levels, and Dr. S.
Ayyappan, Director General of ICAR and Chairman of the Board of Governors of the

Congress, argued that agriculture and its allied sectors can generate more economic
opportunities for rural communities.

The meeting was attended by Dr. Kamel Shideed, ICARDA’s Assistant Director General, and
Dr. Ashutosh Sarker, Regional Coordinator for ICARDA’s South Asia and China Regional
Program. Dr. Shideed was the lead speaker for a technical session on diversification and the
globalization of agriculture
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