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ABSTRACT: The challenge of engaging the youth in the legumes and cereals value chains in the drylands remains under represented because very little quantitative and qualitative research has been carried out on aspirations of the youth in these systems. By utilizing the

GENNOVATE methodology, with a specific aim of exploring with the youth about the community’s: social norms and aspirations surrounding education, access to economic opportunities and household bargaining, qualitative data from 40 focus group discussions was collected
between the year 2014 and 2016 in 6 countries (India-12, Mali -10, Bukina Faso -2, Niger- 6, Ethiopia-4 and Tanzania -6) by social scientists affiliated to the CRPs’ GL and DC. Findings revealed that majority of the youth aspire to exploit non-agricultural livelihood opportunities as a
pathway out of poverty. Education that should lead to formal employment and entrepreneurship was viewed as a pathway towards better livelihoods. For few youth who aspire to be farmers, access to land and control over agricultural produce and income remains an impediment
for them. Attracting the youth into cereals and legumes value chains requires innovative development of the nodes beyond production.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

 This study was part of the global CGIAR undertaking which sought to understand the interactions between opportunity structure, agency
and innovation; and how they impact on empowerment and development outcomes. By utilizing the Innovation and development
through transformation of gender norms in agriculture and natural resource management (GENNOVATE) methodology with use of
community-level- case study approach as a qualitative research method, a total of 40 focus group discussions (FGDs) were conducted
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d Twenty FGDs were with young men with aged 16-24 years while twenty FGDs

were with young women of a similar age category. The FGD participants were coming 12
mainly from families that were directly engaged in the CRPs GL and DC’s focal 10
innovation agricultural or natural resource management livelihood-based activities. 8
The FGDs gave the youth an opportunity to visualize ‘their future aspirations’. 6
J Qualitative data in the form of verbatim transcripts was coded in Nvivo version 10 .
Software. This was followed by sex-disaggregated analysis based on emerging themes. (2) lI I I - l
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