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By 2030, combat desertification, restore 
degraded land and soil, including land affected 
by desertification, drought and floods, and strive 
to achieve a land degradation neutral world. 
 

SDG Target 15.3  



                                   Land Degradation Neutrality 
 

• “A state whereby the 
amount and quality of land 
resources necessary to 
support ecosystem functions 
and services and enhance 
food security remain stable 
or increase within specified 
temporal and spatial scales 
and ecosystems” 

 

• UNCCD COP12 October 2015 
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Origin of LDN 

 
Health and productivity of land is 

declining  

 

Addressing land degradation gives 

multiple benefits: 

• climate change mitigation, 

adaptation 

• biodiversity conservation 

• food security 

• sustaining livelihoods 

 

• Rio +20  

“Zero net land degradation” 

• SDGs  (15.3) 

• UNCCD COP 12 



Schematic of the scientific conceptual framework for LDN 
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• Vision of LDN 

 

• to sustain and improve the stocks of land-based 

natural capital and the associated flows of 

ecosystem services, in order to support the future 

prosperity and security of humankind 
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• Mechanism for achieving neutrality 

 

• Neutrality = no net loss compared to the reference state 

 

• Counterbalancing future land degradation (anticipated 

losses) through planned measures to achieve equivalent 

gains elsewhere within the same land type 

 

• “like for like” 

 



Frame of reference: the baseline equals the target 
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• Response Hierarchy 

 

• Avoiding degradation is 

the highest priority, 

followed by reducing 

degradation and finally 

reversing past degradation 



Projecting the impacts of land use decisions 



Projecting the impacts of land use decisions 
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• Planning for LDN 

 

• LDN introduces a new approach in which land 

degradation management is coupled with land 

use planning:  

• integrated land use planning 

• Keep track of cumulative impacts, and plan 

measures to counteract losses 

 



 Assessing LDN 

• WHAT is the 

baseline? 

 

• WHAT are the 

drivers? 

 

• WHICH indicators 

to use? 

 

• WHICH data 

sources to use? 

 



Subject LDN Target Setting Programme  


