
ICARDA’s research on rangeland governance and pastoral 
development: Institutional arrangements for economic development

Major research question: 

ICARDA’s Projects (between 2019 and 2022)

▪ CRP Livestock - FP Livestock and environment – North Africa, and 
global (cross-cases) studies

▪ CRP PIM: FP 5 on Natural resources governance – North Africa, 
and global (cross-cases) studies

▪ Viability project: Case study B- Understanding economic, social, 
and gender-equity implications of agroecological practices in 
agropastoral systems of arid and semiarid Maghreb

Key Innovations

▪ Identification of Pathways for enhancing rangeland governance 
under constraining land tenure systems

▪ Comparative assessment of GDA performances which have been 
taken up by an IFAD investment project in Tunisia

▪ Strategies and alliances for private and collective rangeland 
restoration co-identified and communicated to development 
agencies

Past evolution and emerging concepts to 
pursue 

Documented impact

▪ PPP signed between a pastoralist association (managing 
45000 ha) and public research and development agencies in 
Tunisia

▪ Three policy briefs in English, French and Arabic co-authored 
with research and development

▪ Investments projects are using empowerment pathways and 
governance guidelines (generated by our research)

▪ NARS research programs reoriented their programs and 
activities with more focus on governance  

Linkages with other disciplines

▪ Strong linkage with scaling of innovations (ways to better 
deliver impact at scale)

▪ Linkage with ICARDA’s work on market incentives and 
perception, to explore the role of market in driving restoration

▪ Need to open further on disciplines related to 
entrepreneurship, business models, etc. 

Gaps and perspectives

▪ Funding for building a Pastoral Living Landscape (PLL) which 
integrates multidisciplinary work on different thematic while 
combining research, development and capacity development. 

▪ Expand to other countries in North Africa and SSA (current 
funding levels are low).

▪ Political economy and enhanced engineering of pastoral 
development and investments (in relation to territorial 
development). 
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in collaboration with CGIAR staff, IRA Medenine, and other national stakeholders. 
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