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[bookmark: _GoBack]Guideline for a focus group discussion (FGD) with youth
We aim at having two FDG in each system, selecting FGD participants:
· A group of 8 to 10 young women, aged 15 to 30
· A group of 8 to 10 young men, aged 15 to 30
All FGDs members should be directly engaged in agriculture or related activities. 
It would be valuable to have participants from across the full age range of 15 to 30, rather than concentrated around specific ages.  In addition, the composition of the focus groups should, as much as possible, reflect the range of educational experiences, socioeconomic groups, and marital status that are most common in the community for the youth across this age range. 
Role of facilitator and note taker:
Local team and international team members will participate:
FGDs will be conducted by a local team moderator and 1 or 2 international team moderator according the FGDs gender
FGDs with young ladies: Malika, Nicole, Alessandra (or Ingrid in the second week), tbc
FGDs with young men: Aomar (t.b.c), Bastian

Presentation by one of the facilitator of the aim of the FGDs (also indicating the timeframe)
One facilitator will introduce the first issue for discussion
With the help of cards, we can take note of the discussion. If the participants actively participate saying their opinions, facilitators will write the cards. If participants prefer to write their opinion on cards, we will help to do that, so they do not have to expose and talk in front of the others.
 
Materials needed:
· papers and pens
· Post-its, colored cards, stickers
· Recorder
Bastian/Alessandra will bring the material


Instruction for the moderators
Take note of FGD details:
Gender of FGD:
Facilitators:
Date:
Place:
Most important agricultural livelihood system (ALS) of participants:
Pastoral (1) Rainfed (2) Irrigated (3)
FGD roster (we will have it on one paper)
	FGD members
	Highest level of education completed (coding see below)
	Age
	Marital status
	Number of children
	Main occupation (coding see below)

	 1.
	
	
	
	
	



Highest level of education completed:
1. Primary
2. Secondary
3. High school
4. Academic / university level

How do you earn your living? You can tick more than one, but you need to rank them
1. Farm household / family farm 
2. Pastoralist (sedentary – nomadic)
3. Employed at someone’s farm
4. Agricultural business household (own/family) – which type (processing, inputs shops)?
5. Employed at someone’s agricultural business – which type (processing, inputs shops)?
6. Agrotourism/gites
7. Unemployed (specify conditions)
8. Other (specify)
To be read loudly by facilitator
Thank you for joining us today. We are going to be discussing your views and perceptions about rural life, especially in regards to agriculture and related activities, as well as the challenges and opportunities you see for your future life. Across all of these discussions we will be looking at gender issues, and how young men’s and young women’s lives differ and how they are the same.
Your participation today is voluntary and confidential.  We will not be using your names or in any publication with the information that we collect today. We request that you respect the confidentially of the others participating today by not repeating outside this room anything that was said during the discussion. We hope that each of you will feel free to express your opinions fully and share your own experiences with the topics that we will be discussing. You are of course each free not to answer any question and to leave the discussion whenever you like. However, we very much hope you remain for the entire discussion and enjoy reflecting on many of our questions. Your views and experiences are very important to us. We cannot promise that you and your community will benefit directly from this study, but the information that we are collecting will be shared with the organizations (ICARDA/CGIAR/YPARD) which help to improve agricultural research and development activities in your country and in other countries.    
We would like your permission to record part of the discussion so that we can document your views and experiences accurately, but only with your permission.
Are there any questions before we begin?
Issue 1: perception of reality of your livelihoods/rural life
Do you think you have a good life? Is working in agriculture or related activities something that you would describe as an interesting profession?
Why is that?
Problems
We could prepare cards on lacking opportunities like: education (must be specified which type, which age), access to land, access to water, low soil fertility, climate/droughts, ‘poverty’, low yield, no access to market, low income, ‘gender issues/physical work’, low status, pressure from family to leave agriculture and migrate
Options/Opportunities
Migrate to urban areas, self-employment/agribusiness (entrepreneurship), improved threshing, weaving, processing, marrying urban dwellers, ICT modernizing agriculture, education opportunities
Risks
What are the reasons for you to stay in your community/region? 
What could be done to make agriculture in your area more attractive for young people? 
Issue 2: Aspirations
Where do you see yourself in 10 years? Why?
Where would you like to see you in 10 years? (What would you like your children to do?)
What is it needed to bring you from where you are to where you would like to be? 
Which skills and what sort of knowledge do you need to be successful in agriculture (both hard, i.e. technical and soft skills)? Better education, More use of ITC, better access to resources natural/financial
Which changes would you like to see in your community/region for the young men/women who live here? What will it happen if these changes do not occur?

Issue 3: the village of your dream
Ask the participants to discuss together how they would like to see their village, where their life and their agricultural activities would be improved. Let them draw on a big sheet of paper their ideas, and then present one drawing after the other



Depending on the group gathered, Issue 1, Issue 2 or Issue 3 can be chosen as subject
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