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OBJECTIVE- MISSION

It aims to create the
Mediterranean
Innovation Ecosystem,
enhancing the
collaboration among
public institutions and
Innovation Support
Organizations (I1SOs) to
support the creation and
innovation of young

agrifood enterprises.
HOW?
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Abstract

This paper is the outcome of a reflection on the MIP report 2020, a collection of information and data
used to describe the scenario on youth mnovation and entrepreneurship i agiifood sector in Mediterra-
nean countries. In particular, it highlights the need to study innovation in Mediterranean regions under
the lens of social and institutional innovation. It is argued that social and institutional innovation are
key drivers of the development of Innovation Ecosystems. The paper discusses the main findings — and
relevant case studies — of the MIP report, with a specific attention to the role of the Innovation Support
Orgamzations. It is noted that while in the field of institutional inmovation there are signs of official
actvity, in the field of social innovation there is no or very limited attempt to enbody social innovation
into national policy framneworks. However, the article identifies interesting bottom-up initiatives that may

constitute the basis for new policy initiatives.

Keywords: Innovation, Agrifood sector; Youth entrepreneurship, MENA region.

1. Background and objectives

The Agenda 2030 has indicated a clear direc-
tion for development efforts of MENA region.!
Hardly Sustainable Development Goals (SDG)
will be achieved with “business as usual” pol-
icies: they will require radical innovation at all
levels. Unfortunately, the Innovation goal (Goal
9) is one of the worst performing in the MENA
region (SDG report, United Nations, 2019).

The agrifood sector in all the Mediterranean
region can be the significant strategic lever for
local socio-economic development through in-

* CIHEAM Bari, Italy.
** University of Pisa, Italy.

*++ University of Bari, Italy.
Corresponding author: 2777

! In this paper the analysis is focused on Mediterranean countries of MENA (Middle East and North Africa) region.
In particular on Algeria, Morocco, Tunisia, Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, Palestine, Albania.

novative and sustainable businesses capable of

increasing the number of people in employment.
especially young people and women (Seyfet-
tinoglu, 2016). Identifying and designing “in-
novation ecosystems” can support the processes
of business creation in the agrifood sector and
enhance growth opportunities and youth entre-
preneurship development.

In the last 10 years, CTHEAM Bari has active-
ly provided significant assistance to support the
Mediterranean Innovation Ecosystem, enhanc-
ing different tools for agrifood entrepreneurship.

MIP
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AGRO-FOOD SECTOR

INNOVATION IN THE MEDITERRANEAN
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ACTORS, POLICIES AND FUTURE PERSPECTIVES IN
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MIP report is an of “Innovation processes in the Mediterranean actors,

policies and future perspectives of the innovation chain”. It is the fruit of
among the representatives of MIP country members Albania, Algeria,

Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, Morocco, Palestine and Tunisia;

It is a as there is no bibliography (data bank) covering the

Mediterranean countries regarding the topics listed in this report and collected «in

loco»;

Survey method consists into questionnaires (via e —mail), interviews (face-to-face

interview of the respondent), phone calls and bibliography;

Challenges: no available data online, no official reference in the countries (mapping

1ISO, N.start-ups), no easy collaboration.
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Updating of the List

of
organizations (ISO)
reported in MIP report

N. ISO/country

N. ISO/country

NUMBER OF 1SO
IN THE SURVEYED

REGION I[N

Country
Albania 13 38
Algeria 11 19
Egypt 19 38
Jordan 12 19
Morocco 23 24




SUCCESSFUL ISO

LEBANON JORDAN

Misr El Kheir
Foundation

%ag;@mssno

Agritech Accelerator
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ALGERIA TUNISIA
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National Training for managers of innovation support organizations
“Mediterranean Innovation Ecosystems in Agrofood sector”
Agricultural Research Center, Egypt
Day 1-August 27, 2019

MIP network aims to create the Mediterranean innovation ecosystem, enhancing the
collaboration among public institutions and Innovation Support Organizations (ISO) in order to
support the creation and innovation of young agrofood enterprises.

One of the main activities of MIP is capacity building through the organization of training for
managers of innovation support organizations (public administration, incubator, university,
technology transfer,...).

The 2-days training is organized by CIHEAM-Bari and MIP network in collaboration with ARC. It
presents a mix of theory and practice where the main elements of each topic will be presented
and work will be implemented to tailor the theory to the real cases brought forward by the
participants themselves.

The training module will leave wide space to assess the playing fields in which participants
operate and are designed to provide knowhow and inputs on the practical issues at hand.
Participants will leave the training module with a clear idea of “what” can be done in their own
context to boost entrepreneurship support programs.

It is essential that the ecosystem nourish the local entrepreneurial community and the
innovators that will enable growth to happen, it is also true that every region, every local
territory and every reality has its own peculiarities. Entrepreneurship responds to the
conditions where it is embedded, and these vary greatly from place to place and from time to
time

Incubators, innovation centers and entrepreneurship centers are among the places where
constant support is provided. However, the services they provide vary according to the type of
entrepreneur, the type of companies that are being set-up and the stage where they are.

The objectives of the training include:

- Gain insight on the essential components of the incubation service value chain

- Have a clear view of how you can better interact with your ecosystem to ensure improved
support to your supported entrepreneurs

- the importance of becoming part of an international ecosystem through MIP Network

More than
TRAINEES

REGIONE
PUGLIA

National Training for managers of

innovation support organizations

"Mediterranean Innovation Ecosystem

in Agrifood Sector

Apulia Region Office, Tirana

19-20 November 2019
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TRAINING COURSE:

FROM BIRTH TO DEVELOPMENT OF AN ENTREPRENEURIAL IDEA: THE
CULTURE OF ENTERPRISE TO MANAGE INNOVATION PROCESSES
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Networking is not about just connecting people.
It's about connecting , people
with ideas, and
(Michele Jennae)
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