




[bookmark: _GoBack]Water and labour saving technologies by micro-irrigation and machineries, selection of farmers and appraisal of potato cultivation in system :  In a meeting with stakeholders at Maan Sagar, the project aims such as advantages of adopting potato cultivation in cropping system in rotation with cereal, use of micro-irrigation to save water, improved production technologies such as paired row planting, machineries to save labour and get higher productivity, introduce high yielding heat and drought tolerant potato varieties suitable for arid ecology, bringing private sectors to introduce contract farming for easy availability of quality seed, inputs and provide  platform for marketing their produce at remunerative prices were discussed.  The farmers had lot of queries and were keen to know when and how they can be part of the project. Orders have been given for two paired row potato planters and two diggers from Deesa, Gujarat for planting and harvesting potato at 25 farmer’s fields in Maan Sagar and 5 farmers field in Jaisalmer. The purpose of buying the modern machines is to improve water use efficiency, productivity and quality of potato, reduce dependency and cost on manual labour for field operations. The local government officials of Horticulture and Agriculture Departments (Director, Additional Director, Joint Director, Deputy Director) were contacted in Jaipur and Jodhpur and appraised about the potato project and its role in improving livelihood of farmers in Rajasthan and involve them as active project partners to implement project activities successfully. The information about the policies and subsidies on the micro-irrigation (sprinkler and drip) installation at selected project farmers’ field was discussed. On their suggestion, local supplier of the drip and sprinklers were contacted. Since the new guidelines from government for the micro-irrigations are in the process and therefore installation process will take some more time. In another meeting in Maan Sagar, twenty five farmers were selected in the village on the basis of water sources and capabilities to take the challenge of growing the highly sensitive income generating potato crop in the system.  These farmers will receive seeds and inputs before potato planting in November 2015. The farmers who will get the sprinkler/drip irrigation installed on their own before planting season will only get the inputs including seed. They were briefed about the timings of field operations, the practices to be followed for potato cultivation, the tentative time for fields to be free for potato cultivation. Lists of the farmers given below -	
	S.No.
	Name
	Father's name
	Contact No.

	1
	Babu Singh
	Bishan Singh Rathore
	9166804093

	2
	Bhanwar Singh
	Kaan Singh Rathore
	9928475828

	3
	Kaan Singh
	Bhojraj Singh Rathore
	9166996487

	4
	Shyaam Singh
	Tej Singh Rathore
	9950492134

	5
	Jethu Singh
	Chen Singh Rathore
	9166931700

	6
	Dhirendra Singh
	Jabar Singh
	9680602551

	7
	Chotu Singh
	Sajjan Singh
	9784610308

	8
	Pappu Ram
	Jora Ram
	8107481130

	9
	Ram Niwas
	Jora Ram
	9929826199

	10
	Ramrakh Niwas
	Kanaram
	9660798989

	11
	Jaala Ram
	Kanaram
	9929153981

	12
	Shankara Ram
	Pularam
	9602084940

	13
	Mohan Ram
	Heeraram
	8003112186

	14
	Ana Ram
	Heeraram
	9571387817

	15
	Aanshu Ram
	Kherajram
	9636942214

	16
	Mohan Ram
	Butaram
	8890757279

	17
	Jagmal Ram
	Khegaarram
	8107157202

	18
	Babu Ram
	Khegaarram
	9587622940

	19
	Rampal
	Bhiyaram
	9636996273

	20
	Shakta Ram
	Gorakhram
	9251314629

	21
	Sardarmal
	Madal Lal
	8107390515

	22
	Gopal Singh
	Chandra Singh
	9784440403

	23
	Raghunath Singh
	Tej Singh
	9784828409

	24
	Kana Ram
	Narayan Ram
	9602011878

	 25
	Manohar Singh
	Hiyat Singh
	9950282272

	
	
	
	



Hiring of local staff: CIP has hired three local field staff to be based at project site in Maan Sagar area particularly for communicating with project target farmers in implementing the activities timely and successfully. The staff includes two young energetic youth one male and one female and third a mature farmer who are well acquainted with the potentials and problems of the area and new technologies.

