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Men and women were interacted for introducing potato in the system
July 2015
Food security and better livelihoods
for rural dryland communities
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Executive Summary

[bookmark: _GoBack]A meeting was organized with 35 farmers of Maan Sagar to apprise them of the project on cultivating potato in their exiting cropping to generated more income to improve their livelihood. Women from farming families were also invited for the meeting but due to work stress and cultural norms they could not attend the meeting except two women. It was first experience of two women to attend a big gathering of men. We could convince and motivate the elders of the girl’s family that now she has to work and to be prepared to organize the meetings for women of the village. Another woman who attended the meeting was an old lady of the house, where this meeting was being conducted. The participation of women has been ensured by empowering women with the inputs such as seed and other inputs etc. One meeting was exclusively held for women only. Fourteen women attended meeting. To ensure full participation of women, CIP followed the corrective measures and informed the group that the 25 bags of potato seed will be given in the name of women of the family provided they attend all the meetings and participatory trainings. Later on both 14 women and 25 men of the village groped together, who showed the interest to grow potatoes in their fields.  Cecilia Turin, gender specialist from CIP-Lima visited the DS-site on 14th April 2015 after she attended CRP DS 2nd Science and Implementation meeting which was held at ICRISAT Headquarter. A PRA meeting was organized with the youth and farmers of the village to know about the resources, culture, farming systems etc. and role of women in the family and agricultural system. 
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The CGIAR Research Program on Dryland Systems aims to improve the lives of 1.6 billion people and mitigate
land and resource degradation in 3 billion hectares covering the world's dry areas.

Dryland Systems engages in integrated agricultural systems research to address key socioeconomic and
biophysical constraints that affect food security, equitable and sustainable land and natural resource
management, and the livelihoods of poor and marginalized dryland communities. The program unifies eight
CGIAR Centers and uses unique partnership platforms to bind together scientific research results with the
skills and capacities of national agricultural research systems (NARS), advanced research institutes (ARIs),
non-governmental and civil society organizations, the private sector, and other actors to test and develop
practical innovative solutions for rural dryland communities.

The program is led by the International Center for Agricultural Research in the Dry Areas (ICARDA), a member
of the CGIAR Consortium. CGIAR is a global agriculture research partnership for a food secure future.

For more information, please visit

drylandsystems.cgiar.org
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