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Introduction
Water scarcity is one of the major factor for low crop productivity in rainfed semi-arid tropics (SAT). Studies have indicated that one or two lifesaving irrigations can substantially enhance crop productivity. Enhancing on-farm water availability, therefore, cannot only enable farmers to go for crop intensification, but can also open options for diversification and other livelihoods. Along with community-scale water management, construction of small farm-ponds by smallholders in the rainfed tropics will effectively conserve rainwater and provide strong handle to effectively explore options for intensification and diversification.  

Methodology
The consortium in Dryland Systems action sites in Andhra Pradesh has adopted a strategy to promote participatory construction of small-scale farm ponds for conserving rainwater. Farmers contribute their share through participating in digging farm pond; and are supported through this initiative in properly levelling the walls, lining with cement (to check percolation losses) and fencing.

Progress (6-monthly)
During 2015, about 32 farmers willing to participate in construction of small farm-ponds are identified – 6 each in Kurlapally (Appendix 1) and Mallapuram (Appendix 2) villages, and 10 each in Yerraguntla (Appendix 3) and V. Bonthirala (Appendix 4) villages.
Under this initiative during 2014, 8 farmers have constructed small scale farm-ponds where water will be conserved during this rainy season. The farmers are trained for effective utilization of water for intensification, fodder development and diversification to fruits and vegetables; data is being collected.
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[bookmark: _Toc289590030]Appendix-1. List of participating farmers involved in evaluating water conservation in Kurlapalli village, Anantapur district, Andhra Pradesh
	S. No.
	Farmer name
	Father/husband name
	Village 

	1
	Kodappa.A
	Kariyappa.A
	Kurlapalli

	2
	Ramanjineyulu.P
	Laxmappa.P
	Kurlapalli

	3
	Thippeswamy.V
	Venkataramanappa.V
	Kurlapalli

	4
	Naganna.M
	Kundurpiah
	Kurlapalli

	5
	Onnuramma
	Gangappa
	Kurlapalli

	6
	Narayanappa
	Hanumanthappa 
	Kurlapalli





















Appendix -2. List of participating farmers involved in evaluating water conservation in Mallapuram village, Anantapur district, Andhra Pradesh
	S. No.
	Farmer name
	Father/husband name
	Village 

	1
	Nagaraju.K
	Hanumathappa
	Mallapuram

	2
	Vannappa.G
	Gangappa.G
	Mallapuram

	3
	Gopal.M
	Thippeswamy
	Mallapuram

	4
	Mallikarjuna.B.K
	Nagappa
	Mallapuram

	5
	Siddappa
	Eswarappa
	Mallapuram

	6
	Channamallakka, K
	mallappa
	Mallapuram





















Appendix -3. List of participating farmers involved in evaluating water conservation in Yerraguntla village, Kurnool district, Andhra Pradesh
	S. No.
	Farmer name
	Father/husband name
	Village

	
	
	
	

	1
	K. Rajyalakshmi
	Obulesh
	Yerraguntla

	2
	K.Lakshmidevi
	Peddamaddaiah
	Yerraguntla

	3
	N. Manohar
	Gundanna
	Yerraguntla

	4
	B. Pullaiah
	Thimmaiah
	Yerraguntla

	5
	M. Sreeramulu
	Balaiah
	Yerraguntla

	6
	A. Erranna
	Nagappa
	Yerraguntla

	7
	G. Balakrishnudu
	Subbarayudu
	Yerraguntla

	8
	A. Baludu
	Nagappa
	Yerraguntla

	9
	P. Venkataramudu
	Ramudu
	Yerraguntla

	10
	N. Polamarenna
	Sunkanna
	Yerraguntla


















Appendix -4. List of participating farmers involved in evaluating water conservation in V. Bonthirala village, Kurnool district, Andhra Pradesh
	S. No
	Farmer name
	Father/husband name
	Village

	1
	V.C. Sekhara Naidu
	V. Hanumanna
	V. Bonthiralla

	2
	G. Gana Maddaiah
	G. Naganna
	V. Bonthiralla

	3
	K. Surendra
	K. Nagesh
	V. Bonthiralla

	4
	K. Ramakrishna
	K. Nagesh
	V. Bonthiralla

	5
	M. Sunkanna
	M. Bazari
	V. Bonthiralla

	6
	K. Somesh
	K. Ramudu
	V. Bonthiralla

	7
	T.Thimmaraju
	T. Sunkanna
	V. Bonthiralla

	8
	K. Narayana
	K. Madanna
	V. Bonthiralla

	9
	T. Thimmappa
	T. Bazari
	V. Bonthiralla

	10
	N. Sivaiah
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	V. Bonthiralla
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The CGIAR Research Program on Dryland Systems aims to improve the lives of 1.6 billion people and mitigate
land and resource degradation in 3 billion hectares covering the world's dry areas.

Dryland Systems engages in integrated agricultural systems research to address key socioeconomic and
biophysical constraints that affect food security, equitable and sustainable land and natural resource
management, and the livelihoods of poor and marginalized dryland communities. The program unifies eight
CGIAR Centers and uses unique partnership platforms to bind together scientific research results with the
skills and capacities of national agricultural research systems (NARS), advanced research institutes (ARIs),
non-governmental and civil society organizations, the private sector, and other actors to test and develop
practical innovative solutions for rural dryland communities.

The program is led by the International Center for Agricultural Research in the Dry Areas (ICARDA), a member
of the CGIAR Consortium. CGIAR is a global agriculture research partnership for a food secure future.

For more information, please visit

drylandsystems.cgiar.org
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