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Field day in Fentale and Amibara districts, Awash Valley, Ethiopia-Organized by EIAR & ICARDA
[bookmark: _GoBack]A 2-day long field day (14 – 15 February, 2015) was organized by Werer Agricultural Research Center, Ethiopian Institute of Agricultural Research (EIAR) in collaboration with ICARDA-Sub-Saharan Africa Regional Program Office to demonstrate several CRP-DS & SARD-SC related action oriented research activities to farmers and various other stakeholders. The field activities were conducted under irrigation in one district each of Oromia and Afar National Regional States (ONRS & ANRS) located in the Awash Valley. The activities visited during the field day were pre-scaling-up of wheat variety Gambo, participatory variety selection trials on barleys, bread wheat, chickpeas, forage legume and grass species as well as adaptation trials of different horticultural crops such as sweet potato. The objectives of the PVS trials are to find out a variety or two of each crop species adaptable to the Awash valley environment and suitable for production under irrigation. Although, all the trials were replicated over three farmers’ fields in each of the districts, the visit was made to one of the on-farm PVS trials in each district and that of the on-station trial at Werer Agricultural Research Center.  
The field day was attended by the surrounding farmers (about 60 male and 40 female farmers), high profile representatives of EIAR (Deputy Director General, Director-Crops Research Directorate, Director-Soil & Water Research Directorate, Director-Pastoral, Agro-pastoral & Emerging Regions Research & Capacity Building Directorate), Fentale district bureau of Administration (Aminstrator), Fentale district bureau of Agro-pastoralism (Head), CIMMYT (Regional Program’s head), ICARDA (Project coordinators), researchers from Debre Zeit Agric. Res. Center (Coordinators, National Chickpea & Durum Wheat Improvement programs) Holetta Agric. Res. Center (Coordinator, National Barley Improvement program), Kulumsa Agric. Res. Center (Center Director & National wheat Improvement program). And, the field day events were captured by journalists of the two national regional states’ (ONRS & ANRS) media and Ethiopian Broadcasting Corporation (EBC) for dissemination of the information/technologies to the public via television and radios later on.  

 
There was a fruitful interaction between the farmers and participants during the field day. Farmers and the development actors have shown interest in accepting improved technologies on barley, chickpeas, wheat and forage crops’ species, and scaling farmers preferred technologies that contribute to the development of the community in an integrated manner. During the visit, well performing barley, chickpea, and forage legume and grass species, and wheat varieties were observed by all field day attendees. The semi-pastoralists, besides food crops technologies, highly valued the forage species which together with chickpea and cereals straw enrich the animal feed base of the two districts in Awash valley. 
High commitments were expressed by all concerned to take the work started a step further in their own right. Following were the main outcomes of the discussion held at the end of the field day.
1. EIAR promised to look into soil and water related research activities that will optimize irrigation practices (depth/amount and frequency of irrigation) and thereby formulate full production package for each of the crops’ technologies for use under irrigation condition in the valley. Until, research-supported irrigation and agronomic recommendations become available, though, the current best practices need to be documented for use to speed up multiplication of farmers’ preferred technologies (crop varieties), i.e. pre-disseminate multiplication
2. Participants advised Werer Agric. Res Center to work towards seed business initiatives that will involve farmers with large landholdings and private companies
3. The Fentale Bureau of Administration pledged to scale-up/out the promising food/feed and industrial crops technologies provided that production manuals/flyers of the new crops’ technologies under irrigation become available to the bureau and trainings on the same are offered to extension agents and agricultural development workers  
Following are the field day events in picture.
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Fig. 5. Desta Banjie, Werer Agric. Res. Center, introducing ICARDA-supported activities to a field day participants in
Fentale district, Oromia National Regional State and Amibara district, Afar National Regional State, Ethiopia , 14 Feb.,
2015.
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Fig. 6. Dr. Tolossa Debelle (miidle & inset with green hat left of Dr. Osm dinator of ~SARD-

Projectgiving explan bout the project’s activities in Fentale district , Ethiopia during a field day held on 14 Feb.,
2015.
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Fig. 7. Negussie Tadesse , ICARDA (middle
oriented CRP-Dryland system research
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Fig. 8. On-station CRP-DS supported PVS trials being visited on a fi
Feb. 15, 2015. Desta Banjie (bottom right corner giving an over view of the trils.
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Field day organized jointly by Werer Agric. Res: Center, & ICARDA
& SARD-SC Wheat project in' Awash valley, Ethiopia, 14-15, 2015
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Fig. 1. Partial view of seed multiplication plot (ca. 3000 m?) of chickpea variety Habru at Werer Agricultural
Research Center, Ethiopia, 2015.





image2.jpeg
. : T
Famgzggmhﬁ & grasses; PVS
=% SR T

Wheat varicty Gambao, Pm-smlyi..g’upf

ig. 2. Dr. Adugna Wakjira, DDG, ETAR making a speech on ICARDA (CRP-DS & SARD-SC wheat project)-supported action
tted research activities [PVS trials on barley, chickpea, forage & horticultural crops, and pre-scaling up of wheat
variety, Gambo, executed by Werer Agric. Res. Center, to participants of a field day in Fentale District, Ethiopia, 2015.





image3.jpeg
Wheﬂt, Chickpea, Barely, Forage and sw-eet .
St PV$ and DEMONSTRATION cgtivities

financially supported b D’A

Field Day at Metehara/Amb~

Fig. 3. Dr. Adugna Wakjira, DDG, EIAR, visiting ICARDA-supported CRP-DS f%eld activities in Fentale district,
Ethiopia, 2015..
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