
What are synergies and tradeoffs?
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Synergies

Increase 
effectiveness

Collaboration helps us 
to restore more 

hectares of land than 
when working 

separately.

Increase efficiency
Collaboration helps us 
to restore each hectare 

at a lower cost.

Tradeoffs: promotion of one objective may result in negative impacts on other 
objectives. 



Transaction costs of land restoration
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Types of restoration 
costs Examples

Costs in Central 
Asia, (US dollars 

per ha)

Establishment 
costs

Planting of saplings, construction of 
terraces, etc.

300-3800

Maintenance costs Annual recurring costs 50-200

Transaction costs Research and information, design and 
implementation, funding mobilization, 
support and administration, contracting, 
monitoring and evaluation, awareness 
raising and education, enforcement

?

Transaction costs  can be up 65% of total implementation costs.



Transaction costs of land restoration in Rwanda

Types of transaction costs Share in total costs

Coordination and administration 2%

Research and capacity building 5%

Awareness raising 3%
Funding mobilization < 1%
Monitoring and enforcement 14%

Total share in land restoration costs 25%

3Sources: REMA (2022) and our estimations 



Coordinated vs. separate implementation of land targets under the 
three Rio Conventions (in millions of US dollars) until 2030

Scenarios for synergy collaboration Annual transaction costs 

when Rio Conventions’ 

land restoration activities 

implemented in 

coordination 

Annual transaction 

costs when Rio 

Conventions’ land 

restoration activities 

implemented separately

Total annual 

gains from 

collaboration in 

Rwanda

Scenario 1. A joint inter-agency working group for land restoration, 

including the process for joint designing of land restoration (CA)

4.77 8.46 3.69

Scenario 2. An information exchange platform and website for land 

restoration, awareness raising and advocacy activities (AR)

7.19 12.69 5.5

Scenario 3. A joint monitoring and evaluation system for land 

restoration (ME)

33.82 59.20 25.38

Scenario 4. Joint funding mobilization for land restoration (FM) 2.41 4.23 1.82

Scenario 5. Joint research and capacity building for land restoration 

(RCB)

11.94 21.14 9.2

Total of all scenarios 60.13 105.72 45.59
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