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An opinion piece: .

The theme for Earth Day 2020 is climate action. The " Look at the Central Asia region from the space on this Earth Day, April 22, 2020 and same

enormous challenge, but also the vast opportunities of ast year 2019. It clearly shows cleaner atmosphere and much greener landscapes
action on climate change have distinguished the issue as 'ved from the space due to less aerosol density! Is that telling something for us to take
the most pressing topic for the 50th anniversary. How we on for better Earth for future generations. Do CACIP user community wish to have such
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Dr. Chandra Shekhar Biradar is a Principal Scientist and Head of the Geoinformatics and Data Management Units at ICARDA with focus
on GeoAgro, Big Data and ICTs for complex system research and resilient agroecosystems.

Before joining ICARDA in 2013, he was professor and researcher at the University of Oklahoma in Norman (USA), where he worked on a number of federally-funded
projects. Biradar received his Ph.D. in remote sensing and environmental sciences from the University of Pune, India, and post-doctoral fellowship at the Institute for the
Study of Earth, Ocean and Space at the University of New Hampshire, USA. He also earned a master’s degree in genetic engineering from the University of Horticulture
and Forestry in Solan, India. Dr. Biradar has authored over 200 publications, including 125+ peer reviewed journal articles, 25 books/book chapters.
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https://www.icarda.org/about-us/our-experts/chandra-shekhar-biradar

Brief on key activities for the period of mid-March — mid April 2020:

. MOU draft finalized and conveyed for review for CAREC.
. Propositions to form CACIP consortium drafted and conveyed to CAREC for review.
. Budget estimates for technical sustainability of CACIP has been developed in consultation with CAREC IT specialist, and provided to CAREC.
. ToR for CACIP specialists are finalized in consultation with CAREC.
. The meeting protocols of technical visits shared with stakeholders and Action plan is drafted.
. National brainstorming on targeting Tajikistan farmers' access to CACIP products held in Dushanbe 11 February 2020. The report is finalized and shared
with public.
. Consultants are hired in Tajikistan and Uzbekistan. '
. CACIP Overview and FAQ documents are developed and shared with public.
. Newsletter Issues are shared with public.
10. CACIP full version is released in testing mode.
11. Server analysis has been performed to estimate final capacity needed for CACIP.
12. Capacity development materials on the use of CACIP are drafted.
13. Initiated discussion with partner organizations.
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