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SDG 15.3: Land 
Degradation Neutrality

The UNCCD defines land degradation 
neutrality as "a state whereby the 
amount and quality of 
resources necessary to 
support ecosystem functions 
and services and enhance 
food security remains stable 
or increases."
Over 100 countries have set LDN targets, to avoid, 
reduce and reverse land degradation at scale, 
with one billion hectares promised to be restored 
through quantitative commitments under the Rio 
Conventions and the Bonn Challenge.



1. Stop
indiscriminate
conversion of
rangelands
• Continued conversion of

rangelands to croplands, tree
plantations, forests, mining areas,
land for generating renewable
energy, infrastructure and human
settlements is hurting rangeland
productivity, ecosystem services
and rangelands’ potential role in
mitigating climate change.

• Halt indiscriminate rangeland
conversion practices until
appropriate legislation and
monitoring efforts are put into
effect.



2. Recognize
the importance
of pastoral
mobility

Recognize the importance of pastoral mobility as a 
nature-based solution for sustainably managing 
and restoring rangeland health. 
Provide flexible and secure land-tenure systems, 
well-planned and provisioned animal corridors, and 
waterpoints for transhumance systems.



3. Innovate and implement
beneficial economic
policies & technologies

Re-assess economic policies that 
harm rangelands and pastoralists. 
Replace subsidies for supplemental 
feed that lead to rangeland 
degradation with economic 
alternatives, such as support for 
ecotourism and environmental 
services, livestock insurance and 
mobile abattoirs.

Set up legal frameworks for organic 
certification of pastoral products 
(STELARR project “value chains”).



4. Promote integrated,
multifunctional land use

Employ sustainable 
rangeland management 
practices and policies that 
seek integrated objectives, 
such as silvopastoralism 
and other agroforestry 
schemes, wildlife-livestock 
integration and eco-
tourism to achieve multiple 
sustainability benefits 
through multifunctional 
land use.



5. Strengthen
governance &
equity
• Incorporate pastoralists in all

decision-making on the use and
management of rangelands

• Ensure they have well-defined legal
and customary tenure and access
rights.

• Support participatory governance
practices that recognize pastoralists
are at the heart of rangeland
stewardship.

• Build on traditional pastoralist
knowledge and promote equity by
facilitating the participation of
marginalized pastoralist groups such
as women, youth, elders and
indigenous peoples.



6. Increase rangeland
LDN Fund

This is a call for the 
international 
communities to LDN 
Fund to increase its 
support to rangelands 
and pastoralist projects 
by 30% by 2026, year of 
the IYRP.



7. Commit LDN targets to
rangelands and pastoralism

Include rangeland 
restoration and sustainable 
pastoralism in UNCCD LDN 
targets 



8. Earmark knowledge
& capacity building

• Reduce significant rangeland and pastoralist knowledge gaps
through participatory research and impact assessments; co-
creation of knowledge; monitoring, evaluation and modeling.

• Incorporate this knowledge in strategic planning to help
determine and verify global statistics, to assess the impacts of
different land management practices; and to identify, map and
monitor changes in land use and management practices.

• Ensure that the LDN Fund earmarks 25% of its funding for
knowledge sharing, awareness raising, evidence-based decision-
support work and capacity building of local pastoralist land users
and decision-makers.



Thank you for your 
attention

Mounir Louhaichi
On behalf of the IYRP WG - LDN
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