POLICY BRIEF:
YOUTH and AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH FOR DEVELOPMENT (AR4D)

“We want to remain in the village and will be happy to live here, because we will have job opportunities, and the living conditions will be good. We will continue working in agriculture and we will be busy with agricultural activities all year round, so we will not fall into drugs.”

-Youth in Midelt Province, Morocco 
Based on their every day realities and realizations, youth
 interviewed in the “Youth and Agriculture in the Drylands – Realities, Viewpoints, Aspirations and Challenges of Rural Youth” study seems to have a sense of what they want. They envision a poverty-free village where they stay close to their families and having a farm they could call their own. They want to be independent, to be educated and to be in a position to provide for their own family. And they have a good sense of what they need to make agriculture contribute to this vision. 
Fifty percent of young people in the surveyed area would prefer to stay in their villages if the conditions were better, and some 30% see agriculture as their source of income. Male respondents perceive agriculture as a profession in which they see themselves being well experienced, while female youth in particular value the peacefulness of rural life. 
However, many of them lack primary needs such as access to potable water, health care, education, roads and infrastructure. Those depending on rainfed farming are the most vocal about the insufficiency or fluctuations of their income due to scarce and unpredictable rainfall. More than 70% of women (compared to the 47% of male youth) find agriculture financially non-viable and have a negative perception of agriculture, finding physical work required is hard and demeaning. In terms of decision-making, women in the area are in a disadvantageous position as they are strongly influenced by their fathers or husbands. Their level of education is lower than that of their male peers. 
Although the majority of agricultural produce is destined for the market, rather than for subsistence, value addition within the agricultural sector is very limited. Access to training and funding opportunities is also limited.
Against this backdrop and with a lack of targeted government support for and accessible to both young men and women in agriculture, the livelihood, and thus the future, of the youth is put in peril. And this is not unique to the Midelt region in Morocco.

If the future of agriculture depends on the youth, there is a need to better understand the implications of current development pathways to youth, and what can be done to make sure they are provided the space and opportunity to fulfill their dreams.
The CGIAR Program Dryland Systems, for instance, is confronting the challenges of youth targeting and engagement. It sets itself an Intermediate Development Outcome (IDO) in terms of “better access to, and control over, productive assets, inputs, information and market opportunities for women and young people so that they can obtain a more equitable share of increased income, food and other benefits.” The youth strategy for the Drylands Systems CRP outlines the dangers of neglecting youth in agriculture, which is particularly relevant to ecologically and agronomically sensitive livelihoods in drylands.  
Below is a summary of the main issues and gaps regarding youth in agriculture and some solutions suggested by stakeholders involved (rural youth influencers, urban youth, associations, private sector, government representatives, multilateral and bilateral international organizations) resulting from this study:
	Issues and gaps regarding youth in agriculture 
	Solutions suggested by stakeholders involved in the study

	Existing gaps in terms of infrastructure and education  


	· Improve rural infrastructure including the provision of potable water, irrigation and (farm-to-market) roads as well other services including health care, particularly for women 

	Absence of agricultural education schools, technical and vocational training, including apprenticeship trainings in place in the Midelt province

Poor quality of schooling in the surveyed villages, which reduces the transfer of essential ‘soft skills’ to youth (communication, leadership, networking) 
	· Improve (and facilitate access to) education, including agricultural education, both formal and non-formal, including professional training 
· Mobilize associations to raise awareness about the importance of school attendance and literacy; Improve and expand school premises and improvement of transport service to schools.  
· Strengthen the education system and curricula through monitoring of students’ performance and drop-outs. Assess teaching quality and curricula. Introduce extra-curricular activities, such as sports, arts, gardening, ecological activities

	Perception of poverty among rural youth based on their awareness of not possessing much or very little, if at all; Physical work required in agriculture is seen as demeaning and of low status (IFAD, 1997)
	· Work on the image of agriculture and convey a more positive message; Present agriculture as employment- and income-generating enterprise with the advantage to be linked to one’s culture and identity.

	Absence of effective mechanisms for reaching youth in rural areas with relevant information; Access to existing opportunities
	· Enhance the means to communicate information which reach the youth population in rural villages, such as word of mouth (parents) radio and TV and extension agents (suggested actors include DPA/FAO)
· Introduce mentoring programmes with local young people successful in urban areas and local farmers and agri-business people. Increase the number of extension agents to effectively work with youth involved in agriculture and support them in their various needs
· Develop a favorable credit system with long-term credit for the youth who get training in agriculture.

	Need for strong and effective associations or other forms of collective actions as mechanisms that facilitate and ensure youth involvement and representation  

	· Enhance the capacities of the association related to financial management, marketing, conflict management through training
· Inform and raise awareness about current standards on rules related to the creation of associations and cooperatives (rights and duties of associations’’ members and about how to establish, manage and develop an association/cooperative.

	Lack of understanding of the aspirations of youth as target group so that appropriate programmatic interventions can be identified in subsequent phases of the program, with the goal of engaging youth in developing their future in agriculture. 
	· Social action research can tackle different issues simultaneously: access to basic services, means or systems to access resources; capacity development needs as well the continuum of coaching, training or mentoring of youth that will possibly lead to the successful start of a job or a business in agriculture. Additional studies would enable a comparative analysis to be done across different areas and contexts to see if any similar trends could be observed


Further implications for agricultural research for development (AR4D)

· Contrary to the prevailing perception that the rural youth would rather migrate to the cities in search of greener pastures, this study is a testament to the fact that given access to basic needs like potable water, health care, education, roads and infrastructure, as well as trainings and a viable livelihood in agriculture many youth would rather stay in their villages. This underscores the fact that stakeholder targeting of research for development initiatives should accord high priority to the rural youth, particularly the disadvantaged ones, as they are the ones with stronger ties to their roots and are, naturally, the most motivated to work to improve agriculture in their area.  
· There is a general need to better understand youth aspirations in different contexts, and the role that AR4D can play in informing or catalyzing change in rural areas. It is important to understand the implications of AR4D initiatives to youth, which, in itself, is a heterogeneous category, composed of men and women, different age and conditions. How do the technologies, practices and approaches proposed by AR4D impact the youth, in particular the disadvantaged ones? How they can be (re-) designed in such a way to be responsive to youth aspirations and needs?

· Many of the analysis on youth and young people focus on ages 15 to 24. This may have to be reconsidered, or at least complemented to cover the 25 to mid-30s age bracket, to take into account the transition to “adulthood” and to a “work” and/or “professional” context.  
· This brings to fore another consideration in developing and implementing strategies and programmes to address urbanization. Given that more than 60% of the global population resides in the cities, most interventions are aimed at containing urbanization and making it more sustainable. This should not be to the detriment of efforts to improve livelihoods in the countryside. For instance, there is currently increased research interest on sustainability of urban areas. While such interest is, without a doubt, highly relevant and timely, this would be made more valuable by framing it within a rural-urban nexus. With family farmers facing a number of diverse limiting conditions from poor fragile soils to limited and erratic rainfall to poor access to markets, improving the food security and standards of living of the growing but vulnerable rural and urban populations requires new forms of sustainable crop intensification.

· Agriculture is composed of many different aspects including crops, livestock, soil, water, etc. But it is fundamentally a multi-sectoral system, with important socio-economic, political and cultural dimensions. To address all of these, a broader diversity of research approaches should be in place than it is the case in the current technology and biophysical-centered AR4D.
· Agriculture should be knowledge-based and dynamic. For it to happen, institutions implementing and managing agricultural research from the local to global levels have to promote and support a research agenda that is interdisciplinary, farmer-focused, and multi-system and impact-oriented.  
· There is a need for more links between young farmers and researchers. A two-way knowledge exchange and joint experimentation is needed. Recognizing the importance of both scientific knowledge and local knowledge is essential. This means more participation and inclusion, taking young farmers’ concerns as a starting point for the research. Opportunities for interaction, sharing experiences and results from interdisciplinary research are critical.
· Develop mobile phone-based, offline/off-the-grid training applications may also have to be explored in order serve multiple objectives, including, but not limited to enhancing entrepreneurial and marketing capacities of rural youth, value addition activities, etc. This entails interdisciplinary collaboration involving experts in ICT, agribusiness and rural communication/extension. 
�Who are the “youth” and the “young people”?  





Definitions vary (Leavy & Smith, 2010) from 12 to 35 years in some countries and, in others, as young as 8 years old to beyond 35 years old (FAO, 2002). The UN considers youth to encompass people between 15 and 24 years of age and the African Union extends those parameters from 15-35 years of age. 





It is that transition phase between childhood and adulthood when many significant life events occur and decisions are made.  





However, the transition from child to youth to adult is non-linear and multi-dimensional; some aspects of adulthood are linked to age, others with status, education, independence and work situation. Collectively, this illustrates the complexity/heterogeneity of the ‘youth’ as a social category (Pyburn et al, 2015).





The youth make up a significant part of the world. The number of youth between the ages of 15 and 39 is about 2.8 billion, constituting about 39% of the global population. Of this total, 2.4 billion are from less developed regions. 





Many young people are poor and could hardly access education and employment.  (Of the 2.4 billion, the many young people who are poor have difficulty accessing quality education and decent employment)


About 238 million youth live in extreme poverty (i.e., living on less than $1 a day; 462 million youth survive on less than $2 a day) 


Around 255 million young people live in the 19 countries with the largest poverty gaps; 15 of these 19 countries are in sub-Saharan Africa


Expert estimates show that, in the 49 countries classified as having a high proportion of undernourished people, 110 million youth live in hunger


About 133 million youth in the world are illiterate


Youth comprise 41 percent of the world's unemployed people





�Sources: CGIAR, UN DESA, July 2015� and Advocates for Youth








� For the purposes of the study, the youth age range 15 and 24 year old adopted by the United Nations is expanded to 15-30 for the specific research subject (working on agricultural related field), based on the CGIAR Research Program on Dryland Systems (2015).





